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5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΩǎ CƻǊŜǿƻǊŘ 
 

2013 was an interesting year in the history of the European Emissions Trading Scheme. This, our 6th 

report into the state of the ETS, looks at some of the major changes that began last year, their 

impact and what they might mean for the future of the scheme.  

It may come as no surprise that our overriding concern remains the monstrous surplus of allowances 

continuing to build up in the scheme, blocking the cost-effective path to reduced emissions. Even 

with the welcome recent policy changes, the allocation of allowances under the current cap 

continues to be higher than demand, and the surplus is growing day by day. By 2020 structural 

changes we are already witnessing in the power sector, coupled with continued reductions in 

ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŀƭ ŜƳƛǎǎƛƻƴǎΣ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǊǇƭǳǎ ŘƻǳōƭŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ƭŜǾŜƭ ǘƻ ƻǾŜǊ п billion tonnes. Clearly 

something needs to be done, or we might as well ditch any pretence that the ETS is capable of 

ŘǊƛǾƛƴƎ ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƛƴ 9ǳǊƻǇŜΩǎ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅ ǘƻ ŘŜŎŀǊōƻƴƛǎŜ ƛǘǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅΦ   

To restore the relevance of this potentially powerful instrument we must permanently vanquish the 

surplus menacing the scheme, and our recommendations in Chapter 8 put forward a clear plan of 

action to do this. We believe, however, that further policy changes will also be needed to reduce the 

potential risk of the ETS exacerbating existing negative trends, such as reduced industrial capacity in 

Europe. Unfortunately, the ETS currently rewards offshoring of industrial production, and there are 

few supplementary policies that reward investment in abatement in the way renewables are 

incentivised in the power sector.  

If we look at the changes we see in our 2013 list of Carbon Fatcats, άYƛƴƎ CŀǘŎŀǘέ ArcelorMittal, 

despite remaining at the top of the table this year, looks unlikely to continue to accrue surpluses 

from now. However, a new rising Mega-Fatcat in the cement sector appears to be gaining weight 

and is likely to soon dethrone the steel giant. New allocation rules mean that many companies are 

now facing declining allocations in the future, even if they continue to secure their place on the 

ΨŎŀǊōƻƴ ƭŜŀƪŀƎŜ ƭƛǎǘΩΦ  Lƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ƻŦ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛǾŜ ŘƛǎǘƻǊǘƛƻƴǎ ǿŜ 

recommend simple changes ensuring that allocation rules work hand in hand with a progressive low-

carbon industrial strategy in Europe. 

Overall, we continue to believe the ETS is worth saving, particularly as carbon pricing policy is 

expanding into other parts of the world, including a soon to be launched national scheme in China.  

Improvements to date have shown that, where there is sufficient political will, fixes can be put in 

place. However, there is still much more to do and we must not wait. The opportunity for reform is 

here now. We hope that later this month our political leaders will agree on a deal which sees the EU 

taking advantage of our falling emissions and brings our climate change ambitions in line with the 

new reality. Increasing ambition, whilst at the same time putting in place policies that incentivise 

and reward investment in our industrial sectors, will deliver growth ς green growth ς that puts us in 

a leading position internationally.  

 

Baroness Bryony Worthington 

Founder and Director, Sandbag 
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Executive Summary  
 

 

 

EU policymakers are now discussing fundamental reform of the Emissions Trading Scheme, both in 

ambition and design. The 2030 Climate & Energy package will change the trajectory of the cap and 

the way allowances within the cap are distributed, whilst the Market Stability Reserve attempts to 

tackle the vast surplus of emission rights that currently undermine the functioning of the scheme. 

This year also offers the first chance to take stock of the Phase 3 reforms that entered into force in 

2013. While there have been significant improvements, these have not been enough to tackle the 

ǎŎƘŜƳŜΩǎ Ƴŀƛƴ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎΦ Moreover, 2014 is ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ȅŜŀǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨōŀŎƪƭƻŀŘƛƴƎΩ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ƛǎ 

already clear that it will fail to protect the scheme from the effects of a structural oversupply. 

  

Across Europe, emissions in the traded sector continued to fall last year (by ~3-4%) even as GDP 

ŎǊŜǇǘ ōŀŎƪ ǳǇ όōȅ лΦм҈ύΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǿ ŎŀǊōƻƴ ǇǊƛŎŜ ƻŦ Ƨǳǎǘ ϵпΦрс ƻƴ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜ ƛǎ ǳƴƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǳǎŜΦ 

With the continued build-up of surplus allowances, reaching 2.1 billion at end of 2013, the price is 

expected to remain low. Despite it being the first year of a new phase, more spare allowances were 

released to the market in 2013 than the average oversupply in Phase 2.  We believe official 

projections significantly underestimate the scale of the future surplus, which we estimate may reach 

as high as 4.5 billion by 20201. 

 

The New Rules 

 

The ETS changed dramatically in 2013. Caps are now set centrally, rather than bottom up by 

Member States. The overall level of the cap now falls year on year by 1.74% per annum. Allocation of 

allowances has moved to a system based on auctions and industrial benchmarks. Certain classes of 

offsets have been banned and the overall limit on offset use will soon be exhausted. Finally, a new 

change to the auction profile was agreed in 2013, which sees 900m allowances that would have 

ōŜŜƴ ŀǳŎǘƛƻƴŜŘ ǎƘƛŦǘŜŘ ōŀŎƪ ƻǊ ΨōŀŎƪƭƻŀŘŜŘΩ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇƘŀǎŜ ƛƴ нлнлΦ  

 

Looking at the data released for emissions and allocations in 2013 to assess how the scheme is now 

performing, these are our key findings: 

 

 

Net balance of supply and demand 

 

¶ The new trajectory of the cap, falling 1.74% each year relative to the Phase 2 cap, will not 

create any scarcity in the near term. 

¶ The balance of supply and demand in 2013 saw 153Mt added to the surplus, taking the 

cumulative total to 2.1bn2. 

                                                           
11 2020 Surplus Projections (October 2014) Sandbag http://www.sandbag.org.uk/site_media/pdfs/reports/Briefing-

2020surplusprojection.pdf 
2 Cumulative balance over the period 2008-13 inclusive of surrendered offsets but excluding aviation. 

http://www.sandbag.org.uk/site_media/pdfs/reports/Briefing-2020surplusprojection.pdf
http://www.sandbag.org.uk/site_media/pdfs/reports/Briefing-2020surplusprojection.pdf
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¶ The Commission estimates that the surplus will reach 2.6 billion by 2020, but Sandbag 

estimates emissions will fall faster, as a result of lower than expected electricity 

consumption and industrial production, and also the impact of new policies and 

technologies. Consequently the surplus could reach as high as 4.5 billion by 2020, and 

potentially continue to rise thereafter3. 

 

 

Member States 

 

¶ Net balances of supply and demand are widely divergent across the different Member States 

highlighting one of the difficulties in agreeing a way forward for this harmonised policy. 

¶ There is a high degree of divergence between Member States in terms of the 2013 balance 

of supply and demand for allowances. 

¶ Large cumulative surpluses can be seen in Spain, Romania and France while Germany is 

alone in showing a massive cumulative deficit. 

¶ Significant auction revenues are now being generated but countries with economies in 

transition are forgoing revenue to give allowances to the power sector for free. 

¶ A significant negative balance in Germany did not prevent an increase in emissions in 2013.  

¶ Poland showed a significant net negative balance for the first time in 2013 since 2008 and 

could see its net surplus overall eroded quickly if emissions remain high.  

¶ Spain and Romania have seen big decreases in power sector emissions, contributing to steep 

declines in emissions overall and leading to significant net surpluses 

¶ CǊŀƴŎŜ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜǎ ǘƻ ŀŎŎǊǳŜ ŀ ǎǳǊǇƭǳǎ ŘŜǎǇƛǘŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ŀƭƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǊǳƭŜǎ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ CǊŀƴŎŜΩǎ 

manufacturing sectors could be well placed in terms of the EU-wide benchmarks applied.  

 

Sectors 

 

¶ Emissions in the power sector are falling rapidly as a result of increased energy efficiency 

and renewables. 

¶ The weak carbon price, however, is failing to disincentivise coal over gas, meaning emissions 

reductions in the sector are masking a growth in coal. Europe is therefore missing out on a 

quick and easy form of possible decarbonisation and risking high carbon lock in that will be 

expensive to reverse. 

¶ Phase 3 saw a shift away from free allocation towards auctioning. Free allocations to the 

power sector dropped from 92% of emissions in Phase 2 to 24% in 2013. Free allocations to 

manufacturers fell from 123% of emissions in Phase 2 to 96% in 2013. 

¶ Benchmarks are in place that benefit the most efficient operators but the ETS rules still 

reward industry for lowering production as well as increased efficiency.  

¶ Ex post adjustments to free allocations are in place for installations reducing their 

production by more than half, however, this could be leading to perverse effects, 

particularly in the cement sector where huge surpluses are still accruing.  

                                                           
3 2020 Surplus Projections (October 2014) Sandbag http://www.sandbag.org.uk/site_media/pdfs/reports/Briefing-

2020surplusprojection.pdf 

http://www.sandbag.org.uk/site_media/pdfs/reports/Briefing-2020surplusprojection.pdf
http://www.sandbag.org.uk/site_media/pdfs/reports/Briefing-2020surplusprojection.pdf
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¶ Free allowances are set to decline progressively for all sectors which are not considered άŀǘ 

ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ Ǌƛǎƪέ ƻŦ ŎŀǊōƻƴ ƭŜŀƪŀƎŜΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǿŜ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ффΦрр҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ benchmark baseline 

was reserved for leakage-exposed facilities. 

¶ If emissions were to carry forward at 2013 levels, and we treat all Phase 2 surpluses as 

banked, most industrial sectors remain oversupplied until 2020. If Phase 3 allocation rules 

are extended forward, the Cement and Lime sector and the Ceramics sector could still be 

oversupplied after 2040. 

 

 

Carbon Fatcats 

 

¶ 10 companies have in 6 years managed to accrue nearly 22% of the whole surplus under the 

ETS (over 483 Mt from a total of 2.2 billion tonnes) ς  despite being responsible for barely 

10% of emissions (1.1 billion tonnes from a total of 11.6 billion tonnes).  

¶ Changes affecting the rules on free allocation have had a noticeable braking effect on the 

ŜȄǇŀƴǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ CŀǘŎŀǘǎΩ ǎǳǊǇƭǳǎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊistic of phase 2. 

¶ Under the present policy, surpluses start being exhausted pre-2020 for electricity generators 

and the late 2020s for steel makers. 

¶ However, this effect differs sharply from sector to sector. Changes in production volumes 

and production meǘƘƻŘǎ ƳŜŀƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƳŜƴǘ CŀǘŎŀǘǎΩ ǎǳǊǇƭǳǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǊƛǎƛƴƎ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ǿŜƭƭ 

into the late 2020s. 

¶ The rules on offset use have ensured that the use of international credits continue to 

provide a subsidy to already over-allocated companies. 

 

 

Offsets 

 

¶ Changes iƴ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΩǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ƻŦŦǎŜǘ ǳǎŜΣ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ŜŦŦŜŎǘ ƛƴ нлмоΣ ƘŀǾŜ ƳŀŘŜ ƛǘ 

impossible for civil society to scrutinise installation level use of offsets, reducing 

transparency in an area of the policy that has seen controversy in the past.  

¶ Data on aggregate values that remains available shows that, after the great rush in 2012 to 

surrender offsets that were going to be banned from Phase 3 onward, use contracted by 

74% in the 2013 compliance year. 

¶ Cumulative offset use rose to nearly 1.2 billion tonnes  since 2008, and therefore ETS 

ŎƻƳǇŀƴƛŜǎΩ ǊŜƳŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŀƎƎǊŜƎŀǘŜ ƻŦŦǎŜǘ ŜƴǘƛǘƭŜƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǿ ǊŜŘǳŎŜŘ ǘƻ нфн aǘΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ŀǎ 

CER prices are expected to be at least eleven times lower than EUAs to 2020, we expect this 

volume to be brought to market in full. 

¶ Rather than acting as a price containment tool offsetting continues to provide an 

opportunity for companies to make money by swapping CERs for EUAs.  

¶ The bans on the use of certain offset categories in the ETS have had a diversifying effect on 

the origin of offsets. However, 48% of all offsets handed over in 2013 still came from just 4% 

of projects originating in only 4 countries (China, India, Russia and Ukraine), with little 

benefits for Least Development Countries. 
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Changes under discussion 

 

¶ The proposal to increase the trajectory of the EU ETS to a 2.2% Linear Reduction Factor 

under a 40% greenhouse gas target in 2030 will bring limited additional scarcity to the 

market. 

¶ Most market participants do not take the long-term supply of ETS allowances into account 

when setting the carbon price.  A temporary glut of allowances can therefore make the ETS 

cap unnecessarily expensive to meet over the longer term. 

¶ A Market Stability Reserve is a more sustainable solution to oversupply than the backloading 

decision. It permanently removes much of the volatility from the market by predictably 

removing allowances from auction when the surplus is high and returning them to auction if 

the surplus ever becomes low. 

¶ ¢ƘŜ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΩǎ proposed Market Stability Reserve does not start until 2021, allowing the 

market to be flooded with backloaded and other unused allowances before it takes effect. 

This will prevent supply from reaching the desired range (400-833 million) until at least 

2027. 

¶ Taken together the current proposals to change the trajectory of the cap and introduce a 

MSR do not restore scarcity to the ETS rapidly enough to avoid stranded assets or to bring 

forward the investment needed to maintain a cost-effective trajectory. 

 

 

SanŘōŀƎΩǎ wŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŀǘƛƻƴǎ  

 

Given the findings above we make the following recommendations for further improvements to the 

ETS that need to be introduced as soon as possible.  

 

¶ Improve the orderly functioning of the carbon market 

 

o Introduce a robust Market Stability Reserve by 2017 and avoid flooding the market 

with backloaded and unused allowances before it can start to take effect. 

o Make the supply adjustments applied by the MSR more aggressive when supply is 

very high or very low; instead of removing 12% of the surplus, 33% of the difference 

between the surplus and the nearest threshold should be removed (or returned). 

 

¶ Protect the competitiveness of European industry 

 

o Improve the free allocation rules to make them more responsive to changes in 

output to ensure the most carbon efficient performers in each sector face a 

comparative advantage over their dirtier rivals;  

o Do this by introducing a production-based ex-post system for assigning free 

allowances from 2021. 

o If that is considered too politically or technically difficult, improve the existing 

activity-based ex-post adjustments, by increasing the number of partial cessation 

thresholds, and by creating similar provisions for facilities which significantly 

increase their output. 
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o Changes to the ambition of the ETS must be accompanied by new policies to 

incentivise and reward investment in decarbonisation technologies in manufacturing 

sectors.  

 

¶ Increase EU climate ambition  

 

o Keep the ETS within the cost-effective pathway described in the 2050 Low Carbon 

Roadmap by cancelling 1.4 billion allowances from the Phase 3 cap (backloaded and 

unused allowances) in line with a -25% domestic greenhouse gas target in 2020. 

o Recalculating the ETS trajectory under a 2030 greenhouse gas target of -40% from 

this lower starting point, saving a further 1.2 billion allowances. 

 

 

Concluding remarks 

 

In this report we highlight the effect of recent changes to the ETS rules. There have been big 

improvements from an environmental perspective ς including harmonised cap setting, the 

introduction of carbon-efficiency benchmarks and the banning of certain classes of offsets. From the 

perspective of industry, 2013 was the first year for many that the scheme started to show its teeth. 

Reduced free allocations overall, and in particular, to least efficient installations, means that the 

incentives to abate are growing. Of course these incentives are still very weak because the 

overriding, inescapably dominant feature of the ETS is its surplus.  

The good news is reform is already on the table and the MSR is a potentially powerful new feature. 

However the current proposals will not address all the issues that still dog the scheme.  

With a new team in Brussels there is great potential to get the ETS back on track. Vanquishing the 

surplus should be the first item on the to-do-list but positively addressing competitiveness fears, 

by ensuring ETS rules stimulate green growth in Europe, must also be a part of that process.  
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1: Introduction - The policy context in 2014 
 

 

Lƴ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ǊŜǇƻǊǘǎ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘ ōŜȅƻƴŘ 9ǳǊƻǇŜΩǎ ōƻǊŘŜǊǎΦ 

The trend towards extended application of carbon pricing policy, despite recent setbacks in 

Australia, continues, especially with China now committed to introducing a nationwide emissions 

trading policy in 2016Φ ¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǎǉǳŀǊŜƭȅ ŦƻŎǳǎŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ 9ǳǊƻǇŜ 

today. We have a newly elected parliament, a new Commission and a chance for a fresh start. 

Fixing the Emissions Trading Scheme (ETS) should be high on the agenda. 

 

This report goes to print amidst a live debate over major potential reforms to the ETS. The European 

Council is currently deciding on the shape and nature of a package of policy measures for energy and 

climate stretching to 2030, which will also have an impact on key design features of the ETS after 

2020. Meanwhile, the Parliament and the Council of Ministers have already commenced preparing 

their responses to a new legislative proposal from the Commission to introduce a new feature 

ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ŀ ΨaŀǊƪŜǘ {ǘŀōƛƭƛǘȅ wŜǎŜǊǾŜΩ (MSR).  

The debate about climate and energy policies for 2030 focuses on future levels of ambition, the 

distribution of effort between countries, and potentially other features, including the type of 

measures required to protect against the risk of exacerbating deindustrialisation in Europe.  

The main aim of the proposed legislation to introduce a Market Stability Reserve is to temporarily 

address the over-supply that currently exists in the market in order to ensure the cost-effective 

delivery of the ETS cap over the longer term.  This would be done by introducing automatic triggers 

that control the supply of allowances to enter the market via future auctions. 

As policymakers prepare to position themselves on the future design of the EU ETS, we publish this 

report with a view to helping them evaluate the success of the last design overhaul of the scheme, 

carried out in 2009 under the 2020 Energy and Climate Package and first implemented in 2013. The 

publication of 2013 compliance data this year means this is the first opportunity for those legislative 

changes to be properly evaluated. 
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2013: A new phase begins 
2013 saw the start of a new trading phase in the ETS, which represented a radical evolution in the 

design of the policy.  

The most obvious change was to the design and aggressiveness of the cap. Before 2013, the level of 

the cap had been set bottom up by Member States. From the start of Phase 3, the ETS cap was set in 

the primary legislation: a declining trajectory starting from a baseline 5.22% below the Phase 2 cap 

in 2013 and declining by a further 1.74% off that baseline each year thereafter. This trajectory was 

set with a view to driving emissions in the traded sector 21% below 2005 levels by 2020, in order to 

ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊ ǊƻǳƎƘƭȅ нκоǊŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜŦŦƻǊǘ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ 9ǳǊƻǇŜΩǎ ƎǊŜŜƴƘƻǳǎŜ Ǝŀǎ ǘŀǊƎŜǘΥ ŀ нл% cut in emissions 

relative to 1990 levels. 

A second important change was a radical evolution in the way free allowances were allocated. 

Instead of being awarded on a discretionary basis by Member States as had happened previously, 

free allowances were issued to each sector based on their carbon efficiency as benchmarked against 

the 10% best performers in their product category. This was intended to confer a comparative 

advantage to the best performers in each sector. 

Furthermore, Phase 3 introduced a steep reduction in the share of allowances awarded for free 

rather than sold at auction. Whereas Phase 2 had prohibited Member States from auctioning more 

than 10% of their allowances, Phase 3 imposed a ceiling on the maximum volume of free allowances 

that could be awarded each year, amounting to 43% of the annual cap in 2013.4 The power sector 

was obliged to purchase all of its allowances at auction, and any manufacturers that were not 

ŘŜŜƳŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀǘ άǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ Ǌƛǎƪέ ƻŦ ŎŀǊōƻƴ ƭŜŀƪŀƎŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ƎǊŀƴǘŜŘ ŀ ŘŜclining share of their 

benchmarked free allowances each year, starting at 80% in 2013 and dropping to 30% in 2020. An 

additional important new feature introduced last year was the application of a correction factor that 

put a limit on the total level of free allowances that could be allocated to industrial sectors, 

protecting a certain volume of allowances for auction to the power sector.  

A third change was in the introduction of a range of restrictions on the type of carbon offsets from 

the Kyoto Protocol that could be used in the scheme. A ban on the use of credits from industrial gas 

destruction projects (HFC-23, and adipic acid N2O), and on certain types of Joint Implementation 

credits from countries that had not ratified the second commitment period of the Kyoto Protocol, 

was supposed to stem the flow of environmentally dubious credits into the scheme. They were also 

hoped to diversify the types of credits surrendered and drive more project finance towards the Least 

Developed Countries.  

In recognition that these changes, agreed in 2008, were inadequate to respond to the impact of the 

recession and the spike in offsets at the end of Phase 2, in 2013 a supplementary decision was 

ǊŜŀŎƘŜŘΣ ǘƻ ΨōŀŎƪƭƻŀŘΩ ƻǊ ǇƻǎǘǇƻƴŜ ǘƘŜ ŀǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ флл million allowances scheduled for release over 

2014-2016 until 2019-2020, the last two years of Phase 3. This was designed to create a temporary 

scarcity of allowances, which would sustain incentives in the oversupplied scheme until market 

participants had a clearer view of the lower volume of allowances they would face in the next 

trading phase (once a decision was reached on the cap in Phase 4). 

                                                           
4 Questions and Answers on the Commission's decision on national implementation measures (NIMs) European 
Commission (October 2013) http://ec.europa.eu/clima/policies/ets/cap/allocation/docs/faq_nim_cscf_en.pdf  

http://ec.europa.eu/clima/policies/ets/cap/allocation/docs/faq_nim_cscf_en.pdf
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These changes all represented significant advances in the design and ambition of the scheme, but 

in this, our 6th Annual State of the ETS report, we illustrate that they have nevertheless proved 

deeply inadequate: 

 

1) The new trajectory of the cap from 2013 does not create any scarcity in the near term, and 

Phase 3 will substantially increase the vast surpluses amassed during Phase 2. 

 

2) The new system of assigning free allowances to industry is not properly targeted and 

continues to reward drops in production rather than investment in increased carbon 

efficiency. 

 

3) The new ETS offsetting restrictions arrived too late to prevent the massive inflow of 

unwanted credits, and the origin of credits used remains concentrated in a narrow range 

of large projects and more developed countries.  

 

4) The backloading decision is inadequate for addressing the structural over-supply which is 

continuing to accrue.  
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2: Overall balance of supply and demand 
 

 

Key findings 

¶ Emissions continue to fall and decouple from GDP, but the build-up of surplus of ETS 

allowances continues to grow and has reached 2.1 billion at end of 2013.5 
 

¶ Under current policies, Commission forecasts expect this surplus to grow to 2.6 billion by 

2020 and slowly fall back to 2 billion by 2030. 
 

¶ Already, new data since the Commission Reference Scenario was published indicate that it is 

likely to significantly underestimate the scale of the surplus. 
 

¶ Sandbag estimates that emissions will continue to fall faster than the Commission expects, 

as a result of lower than expected electricity consumption and industrial production, and 

also as a result of new policies and technologies. Consequently the surplus could reach as 

high as 4.5 billion by 2020, and potentially continue to rise thereafter.6  
 

¶ Under these circumstances the άquickέ fix of the backloading decision will prove, at best, a 

weak brake on the surplus, will struggle to maintain meaningful incentives within the 

scheme even in the short-term, and will cause the carbon price to crash again when 

allowances return to flood a highly oversupplied market. 
 

¶ Effective structural reforms to the EU ETS are urgently needed to ensure the ETS cap is 

delivered cost-effectively. 

  

Oversupply of allowances in 2013 

The good news for the environment was that emissions in the traded sector in 2013 continued to fall 

even as the economy slowly recovered from the recession. While an increase in the scope of 

activities covered by the scheme makes it difficult to assess precisely how much emissions fell 

between 2012 and 2013, analysts widely agree that ETS emissions fell 3-4% year-on-year7 while GDP 

for the EU28 rose slightly by 0.1%.8  

The bad news for policy makers is that with the vast surpluses carried over from Phase 2 and a weak 

carbon price trading at an average of just ϵпΦрн 9ǳǊƻǎ ƛƴ нлмо9, the ETS is unlikely to have been a 

significant driver of these emissions reductions. Worse, this fall in emissions has led to a further 

increase in the surplus allowances on the market. Emissions in 2013 were 1,904Mt, while the total 

volume of allowance issued were 2,057Mt, creating a surplus of 153 million. In fact, more spare 

allowances were released to the market in 2013 than the average oversupply in Phase 2. 

 

                                                           
5 Excluding aviation. See Appendix 1. 
6 2020 Surplus Projections (October 2014) Sandbag http://www.sandbag.org.uk/site_media/pdfs/reports/Briefing-
2020surplusprojection.pdf 
7 Point Carbon calculated emissions were down 3.1% in April. The European Environment Agency ETS Data Viewer shows 
scope adjusted emissions down 4% (https://www.pointcarbon.com/news/reutersnews/1.4683148).  
8 Eurostat. 
9 Average annual settlement price for December 2013 Futures, obtained from the ICE.  

http://www.sandbag.org.uk/site_media/pdfs/reports/Briefing-2020surplusprojection.pdf
http://www.sandbag.org.uk/site_media/pdfs/reports/Briefing-2020surplusprojection.pdf
https://www.pointcarbon.com/news/reutersnews/1.4683148
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Table 1: ETS allowances, emissions and offsets surrendered (stationary installations, 2008-2013) 

  Total 
allowances 
issued 

Verified 
emissions 

Spare 
EUAs 

Offsets 
surrendered 

Surplus 

2008 2,011  2,120  -109  84  -25  

2009 2,049  1,880  170  81  250  

2010 2,081  1,939  142  137  279  

2011 2,101  1,905  197  254  450  

2012 2,260  1,867  393  504  896  

2013 2,057  1,904  153  133  286  

Total 12,559  11,614  945  1,192  2,137  

Source: EU Transaction Log, EEA ETS Data Viewer, Sandbag Calculations 
2012 allowances includes 120Mt early Phase 3 auctions, 2013 includes 30 million late Phase 2 auctions  

 

In Table 1, we show total emissions reported, allowances used and offsets surrendered each year 

since 2008. We start from 2008, because this is the first year in the ETS from which spare allowances 

could be banked forward for future use, and therefore contribute to the surplus. 

Note that the surplus in 2013 was further extended by the use of 133 million offsets, bringing the 

total to 286 million. Instead of starting to tackle the vast surpluses accrued in the system, 2013 has 

added to them. The total surplus in the market at the end of 2013 stands at 2,137 million. This 

figure would be even larger if Member States had not forfeited 118 million Phase 2 allowances 

which were left unsold by a cut-off date set for 30th April 2013.10  

 

Oversupply of allowances out to 2020 and beyond 

These new surpluses in 2013 are not an isolated phenomenon, but a structural problem with the 

level of the Phase 3 cap. In the Impact Assessment accompanying its proposal for a Market Stability 

Reserve, the Commission estimates that this surplus will reach 2.6 billion by 2020 and will still be 

over 2 billion in 2028. 

The backloading decision taken in 2013 will temporarily prevent allowances from entering the 

market in 2014, 2015 and 2016. However, they are then scheduled to return in years 2019 and 2020, 

creating a huge influx of allowances at the end of the phase. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
10 See Appendix 2 for details. 
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Figure 1: Commission forecasts for emissions and surplus (2008-2028 with backloading decision) 

 
Source: European Commission Staff Working Document (2014) p18 http://eur -lex.europa.eu/legal-

content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:52014SC0018 

 

We believe ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΩǎ projected surplus to be extremely conservative and expect the 

structural oversupply under the current trajectory of the cap to be far higher and to last much 

longer. 

The Commission published a Reference Scenario used to inform ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΩǎ нлол ²ƘƛǘŜ 

Paper.11 There are significant issues with the assumptions in the Reference Scenarios, which we 

believe lead them to underestimate the surplus. Firstly, it assumes that 2.7% more electricity will be 

generated in 2015 compared with 2010, but we note electricity demand has fallen 2.8% below 2010 

levels by 2013, , and early indications show that it will fall sharply in 2014. We also note that the 

Reference Scenario assumes that aviation emissions will be included at full international scope, 

whereas the scope has been restricted to intra-EU flights until at least 2017. 

Even if we crudely assume emissions stay constant at 2013 levels, we can expect the surpluses to 

reach 2.7 billion by 2020 if we exclude aviation12. But this is a high emissions scenario, given that 

existing legislation is expected to drive significant growth in renewable generation, the closure of 

coal plants, and increases in energy efficiency for appliances industrial processes.13 In fact, Sandbag 

estimates that surpluses might reach as high as 4.5 billion by 2020, and may continue to rise 

rapidly unless fundamental reforms to the ETS are implemented.14 

 

                                                           
11 Update on trends to 2050 (2013) European Commission 
http://ec.europa.eu/energy/observatory/trends_2030/doc/trends_to_2050_update_2013.pdf  
12 There is still considerable uncertainty about the 2013 aviation data, and the scope of the aviation cap out to 2020. See 
Appendix 1 for more information about the aviation sector. 
13 e.g. The Renewable Energy Directive, The Industrial Emissions Directive, the Energy Efficiency Directive, the Ecodesign 
Directive. This calculation excludes aviation. 
14 2020 Surplus Projections (October 2014) Sandbag http://www.sandbag.org.uk/site_media/pdfs/reports/Briefing-
2020surplusprojection.pdf 

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:52014SC0018
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:52014SC0018
http://ec.europa.eu/energy/observatory/trends_2030/doc/trends_to_2050_update_2013.pdf
http://www.sandbag.org.uk/site_media/pdfs/reports/Briefing-2020surplusprojection.pdf
http://www.sandbag.org.uk/site_media/pdfs/reports/Briefing-2020surplusprojection.pdf
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Figure 2Υ ¢ƘŜ {ŀƴŘōŀƎ ά/ǳǊǊŜƴǘ tƻƭƛŎƛŜǎέ {ŎŜƴŀǊƛƻ. 

 

Source: DG Clima, EU Transaction Log, Sandbag calculations. 
Stationary sectors only. Historical data used for 2008-2013. Projections from 2014-2020. 

 

Our alternative future scenario is based on a bottom up model built with the following assumptions: 

¶ The trajectory of the cap continues forward at 1.74% reduction per annum. All allowances 

under the legal cap come to market and the maximum volume of offsets are used by 2020. 

¶ Electricity consumption falls by 1% per annum on average over 2013-2020. 

¶ Renewable generation increases to meet the 2020 target. 

¶ Industrial emissions falling by 0.9% in 2014, 2.0% to 2018, as a result of continuing fall in 

demand for basic materials and increasing industrial energy efficiency. 

¶ Aviation is excluded from the analysis (we cover stationary sectors only). 

²Ŝ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƘŜ {ŀƴŘōŀƎ ά/ǳǊǊŜƴǘ tƻƭƛŎƛŜǎέ {ŎŜƴŀǊƛƻΦ ²e explore and defend these assumptions in 

more detail in a dedicated publication.15 For now, we highlight that if these assumptions prove 

correct the structural surplus in the ETS is growing at a rate of nearly 1 million tonnes each day 

over 2013-2020, with the surplus climbing to 4.5 billion in 2020. Surpluses on this scale would 

make the EU ETS more or less irrelevant for the foreseeable future. 

 

The impact of the over-supply 
The huge surpluses in the system have significantly weakened the incentive for participants to invest 

in abatement. This is particularly problematic in the current trading phase (2013-2020) in the power 

sector whereΣ ŀǎ ƻǳǘƭƛƴŜŘ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ Ψ9ǳǊƻǇŜΩǎ CŀƛƭǳǊŜ ǘƻ ¢ŀŎƪƭŜ /ƻŀƭΩ16, investors are 

deciding whether it is economic to re-invest in existing coal plants to make them compliant with the 

Industrial Emissions Directive, and where underutilised gas facilities are at risk of closing 

                                                           
15 Ibid. 
16 Published July 2014: http://www.sandbag.org.uk/site_media/pdfs/reports/Europes_failure_to_tackle_coal.pdf  
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permanently. The surplus also weakens investment in RD&D for low-carbon solutions in 

manufacturing, where step-change in technology will eventually be required. 

Unfortunately, the impact of the backloading decision in 2013 is not likely to be the effective 

intervention that the Commission expects under its Reference Scenario. This anticipates that the 

temporary reduction in auction volumes will leave the market significantly undersupplied in 2014-

2016, allowing the surplus to contract to around 1.5 billion allowances by 2016 before climbing up to 

2.6 billion in 2020. We foresee that the backloading decision will provide a much feebler brake on 

the surplus and that it will barely drop below 2 billion by 2016, before rising very rapidly. Moreover, 

we do not expect Phase 4 to deliver the scarcity expected by the Commission, unless the cap is made 

much tighter than the current trajectory in the ETS directive implies. 

While lower than expected demand for allowances means the backloading decision is unlikely to 

prove as effective as hoped, it has nonetheless bought policymakers time to come up with a more 

considered decision on structural reform on the EU ETS. However, policymakers have little time to 

lose in reaching a more sustainable solution to the oversupply of allowances in the scheme, as the 

return of the backloaded allowances in the last two years of the phase will likely cause another price 

crash due to the already high surplus doubling if no action is taken before then.  
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3: Country-level analysis  
 

 

Key Findings 

¶ There is a high degree of divergence between Member States in terms of the 2013 balance 

of supply and demand for allowances. 

 

¶ Large cumulative surpluses can be seen in Spain, Romania and France, while Germany is 

alone in showing a massive cumulative deficit. 

 

¶ Significant auction revenues are now being generated, but countries with economies in 

transition are forgoing them so they can give allowances to the power sector for free 

instead. 

 

¶ A significant negative balance in Germany did not prevent an increase in emissions in 2013. 

  

¶ Poland showed a significant net negative annual balance for the first time in 2013 since 2008 

and could see its cumulative surplus eroded quickly if emissions remain high.  

 

¶ Spain and Romania have seen big decreases in power sector emissions, contributing to steep 

declines in emissions overall and leading to significant net surpluses. 

 

The overall picture of the ETS balance of supply and demand, now and in the future, tells a story that 

helps to explain why today the scheme is currently delivering such low prices. However, looking at 

data as it relates to Member States shows that the picture is not uniform across all countries, which 

helps illustrate some of the challenges in arriving at a consensus about the future of such an 

extensive, harmonised policy.  

2013 was the first year in which allocation of allowances under the cap was adjusted to redistribute 

auctioned allowances between countries with high and low GDP per capita and to account for early 

action. The figures in Table 2 include these adjustments and illustrates how permit balances varied 

significantly from country to country.  Year-on-year economic growth figures for the last two years 

are also provided for comparison together with revenues from auctions. 

As previously discussed, 2013 is a very different year in terms of how the ETS is now structured. The 

previous phase saw more generous rules being applied, and of course the impact of the recession 

was felt more strongly in some countries than in others. The cumulative balance of allowances 

compared to demand, per country, over the period 2008 to 2013 is illustrated in Figure 3.  
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Table 2: 2013 balance per country (Auctioned plus Freely Allocated minus Emissions). 

 2013 Balance  
(Auctioned plus 
freely allocated 

minus emissions) 
(ǘ/hіŜ) 

Balance 
change 
2012 to 

2013 

2013 
balance as 
% of 2013 
emissions 

2013 GDP 
 (millions) 

GDP 
change 
2012 to 
2013 

Estimated 2013 
auction 

revenue17  
() 

 (millions) 

Spain 33,482,854  ҧ 27% ϵ мΣлннΣфуу -1% ϵ плн 

Romania 31,429,775  ҧ 74% ϵ мпнΣнпр 8% ϵ мро 

France 28,983,381  Ҩ 26% ϵ нΣлрфΣурн 1% ϵ нрр 

Italy 21,780,251  ҧ 13% ϵ мΣрслΣлнп 0% ϵ ппу 

Belgium 20,918,211  Ҩ 46% ϵ оунΣсфн 2% ϵ мом 

Sweden 17,983,720  ҧ 89% ϵ пнлΣупф 3% ϵ пм 

Slovakia 10,487,898  Ҩ 48% ϵ тнΣмоп 1% ϵ тн 

Hungary 8,633,068  Ҩ 45% ϵ 97,948 1% ϵ по 

Finland 8,277,438  Ҩ 26% ϵ мфоΣппо 1% ϵ ту 

Czech Republic 7,128,043  Ҩ 11% ϵ мпфΣпфм -2% ϵ млф 

Austria 6,974,692  ҧ 23% ϵ омоΣлст 2% ϵ ср 

Portugal 5,782,960  Ҩ 23% ϵ мсрΣсфл 0% ϵ уп 

Denmark 4,793,996  Ҩ 22% ϵ нпуΣфтр 2% ϵ сп 

Lithuania 4,239,583  Ҩ 57% ϵ опΣсом 5% ϵ но 

Bulgaria 4,172,040  Ҩ 13% ϵ офΣфпл 0% ϵ сф 

Latvia 2,783,755  ҧ 105% ϵ ноΣотн 5% ϵ мо 

Luxembourg 792,047  ҧ 43% ϵ прΣпту 6% ϵ с 

Norway 318,174  ҧ 1% ϵ оурΣтпт -1% ϵ оп 

Ireland 312,075  Ҩ 2% ϵ мспΣлрл 0% ϵ пф 

Cyprus 14,413  Ҩ 0% ϵ мсΣрлп -7% ϵ м 

Liechtenstein 1,142  Ҩ 121%   ϵ л 

Iceland -316,659   -18% ϵ ммΣллл 4% ϵ л 

Slovenia -547,681  Ҩ -7% ϵ орΣнтр 0% ϵ нм 

Malta -567,804  Ҩ -33% ϵ тΣнсо 5% ϵ р 

Estonia -2,373,182  Ҩ -15% ϵ муΣсмо 7% ϵ но 

Netherlands -2,898,743  Ҩ -3% ϵ слнΣсру 1% ϵ мрс 

Croatia -3,218,275   -38% ϵ поΣмну -1% ϵ л 

Greece -6,076,165  Ҩ -10% ϵ мунΣлрп -6% ϵ мтл 

Poland -10,231,826  Ҩ -5% ϵ оуфΣсфр 2% ϵ нфу 

United Kingdom -51,739,118  Ҩ -23% ϵ мΣуффΣлфу -1% ϵ пур 

Germany -105,404,067  Ҩ -22% ϵ нΣтотΣслл 3% ϵ фом 
Not defined 
(NER300)  

200,000,000      ϵ флп 

Grand Total 235,915,996  Ҩ 12% ϵ моΣпсрΣрлр 1% ϵ рΣмоо 

Source: EUTL, auctions EEA. Figures exclude the Aviation sector. 

                                                           
17 !ǘ ϵпΦрн ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ŦǊƻƴǘ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ ŎŀǊōƻƴ ǇǊƛŎŜ ŦƻǊ нлмоΦ 



 21 
 

Figure 3: Cumulative balance of allowances (auctioned plus freely allocated minus emissions) per 

country 2008 to 2013. 

Source: Free allocations and emissions EUTL, auctions EEA 

 

As the chart above indicates, there are large differences between Member States in terms of how 

they have fared in relation to the balance of supply and demand over time under the ETS. Showing 

annual emissions in 2013 alongside highlights the fact that relatively small increases in emissions in 

Poland, as witnessed this year, will quickly eat through the cumulative net surplus to date.  

Some of the individual Members State positions are shown in more detail in the section below.  
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Auction revenues in 2013 
Another significant change, of relevance at the country level, is the shift to auctioning that began in 

2013.  

Table 3 provided estimates of the level of income ETS auctions generated last year per country. 

Considered as a proportion of GDP, income is low but nevertheless represents an important 

opportunity to fund public spending on programmes that can assist with the transition to a low 

carbon economy. 

Some countries decided to forgo income to the public purse in favour of continuing to allocate 

allowances for free to the power sector, as the rules currently allow for countries with economies in 

transition. The use of Article 10c by countries is summarised in below. By 2020 this provision, unless 

changed, will end, with all countries having to reduce the share of allowances given away each year 

in this way between now and then.  

 

Table 3: Auctioned allowance re-assigned to electricity facilities in 2013 under Article 10c 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Source: European Commission website, ICE. Forfeited revenues auction revenues indicated in the right hand column, 

/ŀƭŎǳƭŀǘŜŘ ǳǎƛƴƎ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ 5ŜŎ ǾŀƭǳŜ ƛƴ нлмо ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ ϵпΦрн 

 

Individual Member States 

.Ŝƭƻǿ ǿŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀ ōǊƛŜŦ ƻǾŜǊǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ ǎŜǾŜƴ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ aŜƳōŜǊ {ǘŀǘŜǎΩ ŜƳƛǎǎƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ 

under the ETS from 2005-13. Countries selected are the top 5 emitters (on basis of 2013 emissions) 

together with the countries with the two largest surpluses: France and Romania. Please note the 

trend lines depicted here are not corrected for scope change between the phases and are intended 

merely to illustrate in a little more detail the different situations that exist between the Member 

States. 

Germany 

Germany is by far the biggest player in the EU carbon market, with emissions in 2013 almost twice 

that of the UK, the next biggest. As a country with a high GDP/capita, Germany has seen a significant 

reduction in its allocation of allowances in 2013 compared to previous years. Benchmarks and the 

cross-sectoral correction factor will have reduced national allocations further.  At the same time 

emissions have ticked up in the chemicals, combustion, iron and steel and cement sectors, though 

some of this will have been due to scope change particularly in the chemicals sector.  

 

Country ǘ/hі Value if auctioned 

Poland 65,992,703 ϵ нфуΣнутΣлму 

Czech Republic 25,285,353 ϵ ммпΣнуфΣтфс 

Romania 15,748,011 ϵ тмΣмумΣлмл 

Bulgaria 11,009,416 ϵ пфΣтснΣрсл 

Hungary 7,047,255 ϵ омΣуроΣрфо 

Estonia 5,135,166 ϵ ноΣнмлΣфрл 

Cyprus 2,519,077 ϵ ммΣоусΣнну 

Lithuania 582,373 ϵ нΣсонΣонс 

Grand Total 133,319,354 ϵ слнΣслоΣпул 
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Figure 4: Germany's performance in the ETS (2005-2013) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UK 

Like Germany the UK has seen a big drop in allocations in 2013. After an increase in emissions in 

2012, as coal stations used up limits on their operating hours before then closing, emissions in 2013 

fell back. Increases in iron and steel sectors were more than offset by the fall in power. TƘŜ ¦YΩǎ 

cumulative position in 2013 is nowhere near as short as Germany, thanks to a build-up of surplus 

allowances stemming from more sharply decreased economic activity during the recession.    

 

Figure 5: United Kingdom performance in the ETS (2005-2013) 
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Poland 

In March of this year we published a report18 ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŘŜǘŀƛƭ ŀǘ tƻƭŀƴŘΩǎ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ 9¦ 

ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ŀƴŘ ǘŀǊƎŜǘǎΦ tƻƭŀƴŘΩǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅ ǿƛŘŜ ǘŀǊƎŜǘǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ Yȅƻǘƻ ŀǊŜ ƎŜƴŜǊƻǳǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ 

also evidence that the Polish economy is capable of decoupling carbon emissions from economic 

growth, making it possible for targets to be exceeded. However, as pointed out in the report, 

tƻƭŀƴŘΩǎ ǘŀǊƎŜǘǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ 9¢{ ŀǊŜ ǘƛƎƘǘŜǊΦ Lƴ нллф-2012 Polish emissions nevertheless were below 

the level of the cap and a substantial surplus accrueŘΦ Lƴ нлмоΣ ǿŜ ǎŜŜ tƻƭŀƴŘΩǎ ŜƳƛǎǎƛƻƴǎ ŜȄŎŜŜŘƛƴƎ 

the level of allowances made available, even after the redistribution of allowances from other 

countries took place.  

Between 2012 and 13 emissions under the ETS grew by 5%. This was primarily due to scope change 

increasing the number of installations covered. The power sector also saw an increase in emissions. 

In addition, changes in the rules governing free allocation to industrial sectors meant that overall 

tƻƭŀƴŘΩǎ  carbon allowance budget fell. It is clear that, if investment in abatement fails to keep pace 

with declining allocations in Poland, any accumulated surplus will quickly be eroded. 

 

Figure 6: Poland's performance in the ETS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
18 Sharing the Load (2014) Sandbag http://www.sandbag.org.uk/site_media/pdfs/reports/Sharing_The_Load.pdf  
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Italy 

Allowance allocations in 2013 remain high compared to previous years due to scope change, and 

there was also less of an impact on Italy from the redistribution of allowances to other Member 

States. Emissions also fell relatively sharply, creating a substantial surplus both in 2013 and 

cumulatively. This was primarily due to a big reduction in emissions in the power sector (-11%), but 

emissions also fell in the industrial sectors not affected by scope change. 

Figure 7: Italy's performance in the ETS (2005-2013) 
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Spain 

Similarly in Spain a substantial surplus accrued in 2013, giving Spain the highest cumulative surplus 

of allowances over the period. This was primarily due to a huge drop (18%) in emissions from the 

power sector and due to what appears to be a substantial collapse of emissions in the ceramics 

sector.  This offset an increase in iron and steel emissions. Allocations have risen compared to 2012 

as a result of scope change and a relatively high allocation of auctioned allowances.  

Figure 8: Spain's performance in the ETS 
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France and Romania 

Alongside Spain these countries have the greatest absolute surplus in 2013 and cumulatively. 

Emissions increased in 2013 in France overall due to scope change and emissions increases in iron 

and steel (20%) and combustion (2%). However a large surplus was built up, possibly providing an 

early indication that overall French companies are faring well under the new benchmarks and 

allocation rules. 

Romania saw falls across many sectors, including a big (11%) drop in power sector emissions, 

contributing to an 11% drop overall. This continues a trend of sharply reducing emissions that began 

in 2008. Allocations have continued at a relatively high level leading to the highest cumulative 

surplus, proportionate to size, of the economy of any country.  

Figure 9: French and Romanian performance in the ETS compared (2005-2013) 
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4: Sectoral analysis 
 

 

Key findings 

¶ Emissions in the power sector are falling rapidly as a result of increased energy efficiency 

and renewables. 

 

¶ The weak carbon price, however, is failing to disincentivise coal over gas, meaning emissions 

reductions in the sector are masking a growth in coal. Europe is therefore missing out on a 

quick and easy form of possible decarbonisation and risking high carbon lock in that will be 

expensive to reverse. 

 

¶ Phase 3 saw a shift away from free allocation towards auctioning. Free allocations to the 

power sector dropped from 92% of emissions in Phase 2 to 24% in 2013. Free allocations to 

manufacturers fell from 123% of emissions in Phase 2 to 96% in 2013. 

 

¶ New benchmarks benefit the most efficient operators, but the ETS rules still reward industry 

for lowering production rather than increased efficiency.  

 

¶ Ex post adjustments to free allocations are in place for installations reducing their 

production by more than half, however, this could be leading to perverse effects, 

particularly in the cement sector where huge surpluses are still accruing.  

 

¶ Free allowances are set to decline progressively for all sectors which are not considered άŀǘ 

ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ Ǌƛǎƪέ ƻŦ ŎŀǊōƻƴ ƭŜŀƪŀƎŜΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǿŜ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ффΦрр% of the benchmark baseline 

was reserved for leakage-exposed facilities. 

 

¶ If emissions were to carry forward at 2013 levels and if we treat all Phase 2 surpluses as 

banked, most industrial sectors remain oversupplied until 2020. If Phase 3 allocation rules 

are extended forward, the Cement and Lime sector and the Ceramics sector could still be 

oversupplied after 2040. 

 

Introduction: 

Phase 3 saw a radical departure in the way allowances were allocated to different sectors. From 

2013 auctioning became the default method of assigning allowances, while free allocation became 

άǘǊŀƴǎƛǘƛƻƴŀƭέΦ 

This change was most marked for the power sector, which went from receiving around 92% of the 

allowance needed to cover its emissions across 2008-12, to receiving just 24% for free in 2013. In 

fact, most electricity generators were obliged to purchase all of their allowances at auction in 2013, 

while a few electricity generators in key Eastern European member states were awarded 

άǘǊŀƴǎƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŦǊŜŜ ŀƭƭƻǿŀƴŎŜǎέ ǿƘƛŎƘΣ ǳƴŘŜǊ ŎǳǊǊŜnt legislation, will diminish to zero by 2020. 
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While far less marked, a similar effect is observable for manufacturing sectors who, taken together, 

received 123% of the allowances they needed to cover their emission in Phase 2, but received just 

96% in 2013, making this the first year that manufacturers have not been net oversupplied 

allowances.  

Note that these figures have been adjusted for allowances transferred between some manufacturing 

installations and the power sector, e.g. numerous iron and steel facilities across Europe redirect 

some of the greenhouse gases produced in their facilities to nearby power plants where they can be 

burnt as fuel, instead of being flared on site. Such facilities are obliged to transfer free allowances to 

the power company as part of the transaction. Similarly, other sectors like Pulp and Paper receive 

allowances for the heat they receive from the combustion of fuels at neighbouring facilities. 

 

Figure 10: Comparison between power and non-power installations in the EU ETS (2008-2013) 

 
Power is here defined as call ETS installations ascribed NACE Rev 2.2 codes 35.00,35.10, 35.11, 35.12, 35.13, 35.14 and 
орΦолΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ŀƴȅ 9¦¢[ ά/ƻƳōǳǎǘƛƻƴέ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ŜƳƛǎǎƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ нлмо ōǳǘ ǿŜǊŜ ŀǎǎƛƎƴŜŘ ƴƻ ŦǊŜŜ ŀƭƭƻǿŀƴŎŜǎ 
over 2014-2020. Figures have been adjusted for waste gas transfers from Iron and Steel and heat transfers from Pulp and 
Paper. 

Scope Change 

In 2013 new activities qualified for entry into the ETS. These were CO2 emissions from bulk organic 

chemicals, additional non-ferrous metals, gypsum and a wider definition of combustion, together 

with other greenhouse gases in aluminium and acid production. The fact that installations affected 

due to scope change are not flagged in the public database means that analysis of underlying 

changes in sectors between 2012 and 2013 is not possible. The absence of key features such as this 

in the data makes accurate analysis and forecasting difficult, hampering market participants from 

making judgements about the changing balance of supply and demand in the ETS. 

 

Power Sector 

Power sector emissions in Europe are falling along with diminishing electricity consumption and 

increasing renewables generation.   Although this is a great environmental story, rather than being 
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driven by the ETS, these changes arise from supplementary policies, which the ETS is not designed to 

deal with. As a result a substantial surplus in allowances accrues under the cap. It also masks the fact 

that the resulting low carbon price has allowed coal generation to increase, missing an opportunity 

to reduce power emissions by a further 11% in 2013, and also risking that investment decisions 

would lock in carbon-heavy assets for a decade or more.  

In July 2014, Sandbag published a report19 that shows across EU ETS countries from 2010 to 2013 

electricity demand fell by 0.9%/year, and renewables generation increased equivalent to 1.5%/year.  

This has led to a 4.5%/year fall in fossil generation, as hydro and nuclear maintained market share 

(see Figure 11).   

 

Figure 11: Annual change in fossil fuel power generation, with demand and renewables growth 

 

 

However, because in 2012 and especially 2013 coal was a lot cheaper than gas, the fall in fossil 

generation happened exclusively on gas, and coal generation actually increased by 6% across from 

2010 to 2013 (see Figure 12).  

                                                           
19Based on a proprietary database that for the first time allows us to attribute fuel sources to ETS combustion installations. 
{ŜŜ {ŀƴŘōŀƎΩǎ нлмп ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ά9ǳǊƻǇŜΩǎ ŦŀƛƭǳǊŜ ǘƻ ǘŀŎƪƭŜ Ŏƻŀƭέ  
http://www.sandbag.org.uk/site_media/pdfs/reports/Europes_failure_to_tackle_coal.pdf  
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Figure 12: Coal and gas generation, against EU emissions 

 

 

The falling fossil generation in the EU power system means there is now large spare capacity in most 

European countries to switch between coal and gas generation.  Even with lower gas prices in 2014, 

coal is still running before gas on mainland Europe.  In the UK ς with its carbon tax ς a higher total 

ŎŀǊōƻƴ ǇǊƛŎŜ ƻŦ ϵмтκǘƻƴƴŜ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜŘ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ǎǿƛǘŎƘƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ Ŏƻŀƭ ǘƻ Ǝŀǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ нлмпΦ 

This shows that had EUA pǊƛŎŜ ōŜŜƴ ϵмтκǘƻƴƴŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǳƳƳŜǊΣ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ ǇƻǿŜǊ ǎŜŎǘƻǊ ŜƳƛǎǎƛƻƴǎ 

would have been substantially lower.  

Indeed, if gas generation had stayed at the same levels in 2013 as 2010, and coal generation had 

fallen instead, then 2013 power sector emission would have been 11% lower than they were.  

The huge opportunity that exists to reduce the carbon intensity of the power sector through coal 

to gas switching could deliver cumulative reductions of 660mt from 2015 to 2020. This is, however, 

likely to require supplementary policies unless surpluses are substantially reduced and carbon 

prices rise. 

In addition to the short term issue of increased coal use the price advantage of coal over gas is 

leading to closures of gas power stations and influencing owners of coal power stations to invest to 

meet new European air quality limits, where they were not previously planning to.  

The means low carbon price is not only leading to higher-than-expected emissions here and now, 

and also contributing to a potential lock-in of coal generation for the next two decades.  

 

Manufacturing sectors 

Unlike in the power sector, there are few dedicated policies driving abatement investment in the 

manufacturing sectors. Increased efficiency, where there are short paybacks, continues to be 

incentivised by energy costs and ς to a lesser extent ς the carbon price. However, there is an 

absence of policy instruments to incentivise investment in step change technologies in the way that 

renewables targets have worked in the power sector. In this context, the response from many 

manufacturing sectors has been to seek compensation for, and protection from, the carbon price. In 

Phase 2 this resulted in overly generous free allocations being awarded, triggering the build-up of 

large surpluses in allowances. In Phase 3 this is manifesting itself in almost all manufacturers seeking 
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to qualify for the carbon leakage list and, in some cases, exploiting the rules governing partial 

cessation.  

{ǳŎƘ ΨǿƻǊƪ ŀǊƻǳƴŘǎΩ ŀǊŜ ǳƴƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƻ ōŜ ŜǊŀŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊe effective policies to incentivise 

investment in breakthrough technologies and the cost of those technologies comes down. Until this 

is resolved many manufacturing sectors will continue to strongly resist increased ambition within the 

ETS, even as many appear to benefit from it in the short term. Sadly, this opposition contributes to 

the sustained low prices we see today undermining the investment case for RD&D in new 

technologies. Changes to the ETS and the next European energy and climate package must address 

this negative spiral. 

 

The new rules   

Free allowances to manufacturers were reduced this year as a result of new harmonised rules 

already agreed in the 2009 Revision to the ETS Directive, but only first implemented in 2013. These 

new allocation rules showed five key advances upon what had gone before: 

 

1) Benchmarked free allocations: 

Instead of Member States awarding allowances to ETS installations according to projected need, ETS 

installations now receive their free allowances according to a benchmark, set according to the types 

of products they produce. Each product has been given a carbon efficiency benchmark derived from 

the 10% most-efficient performers in the sector, expressed as tonnes of CO2 emitted per unit of 

product made (e.g. tonne, cubic metre, square metre, etc.). Every installation then receives free 

allowances on the basis of the quantity of each product they had manufactured over a historic 

baseline period.  

These changes created a much more level playing field for manufacturers covered by the EU ETS. In 

the discretionary system which preceded it, some companies and industries were able to secure 

favourable treatment from national governments that gave them an unfair advantage over their 

European competitors. In principle, the new system confers a comparative advantage to more 

carbon-efficient installations, who receive more free allowances for each unit of product. 

 

2) Declining/transitional free allocation:  

Not only were free allowances benchmarked against best performers, but manufacturers were only 

eligible for 80% these benchmarked allowances in 2013 declining to 30% in 2020 (i.e. by roughly 7% 

a year). This made clear that a transition to full auctioning was underway and that installations 

would have to increasingly shoulder the full market price for their emissions.  

 

3) 5ƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘƛŀǘŜŘ ǘǊŜŀǘƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǎŜŎǘƻǊǎ ŀǘ άǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ Ǌƛǎƪ ƻŦ ŎŀǊōƻƴ ƭŜŀƪŀƎŜέΥ 

A special derogation from the declining annual entitlement to free allowances was conferred to 

sectors deemed at significant risk of carbon leakage. Sectors who qualify are allowed instead to get 

100% of their benchmarked free allowances across 2013-2020.  Leakage exposure for each product 

was primarily evaluated as a function of its trade intensity of each product, or what the full market 

cost of carbon would represent as a share of its Gross Value Added, or both. 
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Figure 13:  Benchmarked free allowances and the 
effect of the correction factor.  

Source: European Commission, Sandbag calculations 

4) A ceiling on the total free allowances available to manufacturers: 

An additional control was applied to ensure this bottom-up process of assigning free allowances did 

not confer a disproportionate share of total allowances to manufacturers at the expense of auctions 

to the power sector. From Phase 3, a ceiling on free allowances was introduced, corresponding to 

the share of manufacturing emissions in the scheme in Phase 1 adjusted for new installations.  If the 

total volume of free allowances eligible 

under the benchmarking process 

exceeded this threshold in any year over 

2013-нлнлΣ ŀ άǳƴƛŦƻǊƳ ŎǊƻǎǎ-sectoral 

ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŦŀŎǘƻǊέ Ŏǳǘǎ ōŀŎƪ ǘƘŜ ŦǊŜŜ 

allocations to all manufacturing 

installations by the same amount in equal 

proportions across all manufacturing 

installations. This reǎǳƭǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƻǊǎΩ 

allowances being cut by roughly 6% in 

2013, with increasing volumes to be cut 

across the phase reaching around 18% in 

2020.  

The reason the cross-sectoral correction 

factor grows more aggressive as the Phase 

progresses is because the ceiling on free 

allowances declines each year in line with 

the trajectory of the cap while benchmarked free allocations have been fairly flat. This element of 

the new design is highly questionable, especially given the rate at which the power sector is able to 

decarbonise (particularly as a result of supplementary policies such as renewables targets). 

 

5) Dynamic/responsive allocation:  

A final crucial advance was to make the level of free allocation responsive to reductions in 

production. Before 2013, if an installation underwent a substantial reduction in output, it would still 

be entitled to receive its full allocation of allowances so long as it was still kept open. This has 

allowed manufacturing sectors to amass vast surpluses of carbon allowances ς especially in Phase 2, 

when the recession and other factors caused industrial output to fall well below projected levels. 

From 2013, installations are required to report ŀƴȅ άǇŀǊǘƛŀƭ ŎŜǎǎŀǘƛƻƴέ ƻŦ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ 

products they manufacture to national regulators. If the output for any product in an installation 

falls more than 50% below its historical baseline levels, the entitlement to free allowances for that 

product is halved from the subsequent year.  If production falls 75% below baseline levels, three 

quarters of the allowance entitlement for that product are removed the following year, and if 

production falls 90% below baseline levels, all allowances for that product are removed from the 

subsequent year. Access to free allowances resumes the year after activity levels rise above one of 

these activity thresholds. Similar rules apply if an installation undergoes a significant capacity 

reduction (i.e. 10% or more).  
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In 2012, 989 installations reported either a partial cessation of activities or a significant capacity 

reduction, leading to the return of 35 million allowances in 2013.20 

Note that additional allowances are not conferred when existing installations increase their 

production against their historical baseline levels. Only new entrants are allowed to access 

additional allowances, and are provided a dedicated reserve of allowances for this purpose. 

Investment in significant capacity extensions (again of 10% or more) are treated as new entrants. 

 

What have these changes achieved? 

One of the aims of the new approach to free allocation was to prevent manufacturers from 

continuing to receive more free allowances than they needed, a huge problem over Phase 2. We can 

get a crude sense of the effectiveness of these new harmonised allocations by comparing how each 

manufacturing sector was oversupplied or undersupplied with free allowances in 2012 compared 

with 2013. We show this in Figure 14: 

Figure 14: Balance of free carbon allowances in 2012 and 2013 

Source: EU Transaction Log. Sandbag calculations. Figures are adjusted for allowances transfers in the Iron and Steel and 

Pulp and Paper sectors. 

 

While the volume of surpluses is down in nearly all manufacturing sectors, around half of these 

continue to be over-allocated in 2013, despite the new rules we have just outlined. How, we might 

ask, is this possible? At first glance, the Phase 3 free allocation rules seem to imply only the most 

efficient performers in those products that were acutely threatened by carbon leakage should enjoy 

the prospect of being oversupplied with free allowances. In practice, though, the methodology 

determining the list of sectors at risk of carbon leakage captures nearly all manufacturing activities. 

Moreover, the partial cessation rules described above remain highly unresponsive to steep drops in 

industrial output, with production required to fall more than 50% below historical baseline levels 

before any adjustment is made to the free allowances received. While benchmarks also play a 

significant role, changes in production continue to be a powerful predictor of whether a sector will 

                                                           
20 Allocation of allowances from the New Entrants' Reserve 2013 ς 2020 (July 2014) European Commission 
http://ec.europa.eu/clima/policies/ets/cap/allocation/docs/status_table_ner_cessation_2013_en.pdf  
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face a shortfall or a surplus of free allowances. Below we discuss in detail three specific problems 

which prevent the Phase 3 allocation rules from working as effectively as promised. 

 

Problem 1: Carbon leakage protections are almost universal 

hƴ ǇŀǇŜǊΣ ƻƴƭȅ сл҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ b!/9 ǎŜŎǘƻǊǎ ŀǘǘǊƛōǳǘŜŘ ǘƻ 9¢{ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŦƛŜŘ ŀǎ άŀǘ Ǌƛǎƪέ ƻŦ 

carbon leakage and awarded additional free allowances, but this statistic is deeply misleading about 

the scale of activities actually captured under this heading. Our analysis finds that 99.55% of ETS 

activities, i.e. virtually all of them, ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ŀǎ άŀǘ Ǌƛǎƪέ ƻŦ ŎŀǊōƻƴ ƭŜŀƪŀƎŜ. 

Activities on the carbon leakage list can expect to receive a constant volume of allowances across 

ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇƘŀǎŜΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǎŜŎǘƻǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǎǘ Ŏŀƴ ŜȄǇŜŎǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŀƭƭƻǿŀƴŎŜǎ ǘƻ Ŧŀƭƭ ōȅ 

62.5% over that period.21  

Our analysis finds that the allocations according to benchmarks are conspicuously flat, falling just 

0.23% across the period (see Table 4). This implies that just 0.45% of the original benchmark 

ōŀǎŜƭƛƴŜ ǿŀǎ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜǊŜ ƴƻǘ άƭŜŀƪŀƎŜ ŜȄǇƻǎŜŘέ.22 

Table 4: Calculating the share of non-leakage exposed industries in baseline allowances 

Year 
 
 

Ceiling on 
manufacturing 

allowances 

Cross-
sectoral 

correction 
factor 

Benchmarked 
Allowances 

implied 
 

Baseline 
non-

exposed 
allowances 

Formula A B C = A/B D = C x -2 

2013 809,315,756 94.27% 858,488,692  

2014 794,574,749 92.63% 857,750,371 

2015 779,833,742 90.98% 857,166,893 

2016 765,092,735 89.30% 856,727,398 

2017 750,351,728 87.61% 856,447,365 

2018 735,610,721 85.90% 856,320,332 

2019 720,869,714 84.17% 856,404,759 

2020 706,128,707 82.44% 856,555,180 

Fall in benchmarks over period (t): -1,933,512 3,867,024 

Fall in benchmarks over period (%): -0.23% 0.45% 
 

This leaves most sectors receiving 100% of their benchmarked free allowances across Phase 3. The 

only significant ratchet-down on the volume of free allowances distributed is the cross sector 

correction factor protecting power sector auctions.  

When reviewing the carbon leakage list for the 2015-19 period, the Commission proposed to 

essentially maintain the current criteria, capturing most of the same activities, despite an Impact 

Assessment advising that a lower 2020 carbon price should be used to determine leakage exposure 

όϵмсΦрлκǘ/hнŜ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ϵол ǳǎŜŘ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅύΦ ¢ƘŜ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ ŎŀƭŎǳƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ 

                                                           
21 Article 10a(11) of the ETS Directive specifies that non-leakage exposed manufacturers receive 80% of their benchmarked 
free allowances in 2013 falling to 30% in 2020. (30%/80% - 100% = -62.5%). Article 10b of directive allows leakage exposed 
facilities to access 100% of their free allowances across the phase. 
22 Allowances in non-exposed sectors are set to fall by 50% relative to the baseline benchmark over 2013-2020 (i.e. 80% - 
50% = 30%) See previous footnote 
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ŦǊŜŜ ǳǇ рлл Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ŀƭƭƻǿŀƴŎŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŀǳŎǘƛƻƴΣ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭƭȅ ǿƻǊǘƘ ϵр ōƛƭƭƛƻƴ ǘƻ aŜƳōŜǊ {ǘŀǘŜǎΦ ! Ƴƻǘƛƻƴ 

from the Greens/EFA group to block the Commission proposal in the Environment Committee was 

only very narrowly defeated suggesting that a growing number of MEPs are becoming disaffected 

with the excessive and blunt compensations provided by the current carbon leakage list. 23 The 

grossly exaggerated coverage of the carbon leakage list remains a politically expedient means of 

ensuring EU industries are not made uncompetitive by the EU ETS. We maintain, however, that it 

does so due to the lack of more targeted carbon leakage solutions to encourage clean investment 

and green growth. 

 

Problem 2: Insufficient responsiveness to changes in output 

As noted above, unless the output of a facility drops drastically from baseline levels (i.e. 50%, 75% or 

90% below baseline levels), free allowances remain unchanged. This allows surpluses to readily 

accumulate in ETS facilities when output is reduced. This risk is exacerbated by the design of the 

historical baselines used for industrial sectors. The historical baseline for activity levels for each 

facility was determined on the basis of its median production over either 2005-8 or 2009-10, 

depending on which median value was highest. In principle, this choice of baselines was supposed to 

recognise the cyclical nature of some industries and ensure that ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ǇŜǊƳŀƴŜƴǘƭȅ 

benchmarked against unusually bad years. In practice, 2005-7 representing unusually good years for 

most industries compared with today. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
23 30 MEPs voted in support of the motion, 34 against, and there were 3 abstentions. 
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Figure 15: Industrial output indexed to 2005 

Source: CEPI, Ceramunie, Cembureau, Eurostat, World Steel Association 

 

In Figure 16, we can see a clear relationship between 2013 surpluses and drops in production 

relative to the baselines in key industries.  

The correlation between changes in production and the balance of free allowances should raise 

serious concerns, as it suggests that the new rules for awarding free allowances primarily serve to 

reward failure and punish success rather than encouraging cleaner industries to thrive. 

²ƛǘƘ Ƴƻǎǘ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ άŀǘ Ǌƛǎƪέ ƻŦ ŎŀǊōƻƴ ƭŜŀƪŀƎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ млл҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ 

allowances across the phase, many who are not 

best performers will continue to accrue excess 

allowances facilities when production is down 

against baselines levels.  

Partial cessation rules are further compromised 

ōȅ ǎƻƳŜ ǎŜŎǘƻǊǎΩ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǎƛŘŜǎǘŜǇ ǘƘŜƳΦ LŦ ŀ 

drop in activity level at one facility puts it at risk 

of triggering a threshold, a firm that is able to 

change its output levels at low cost can choose to 

optimise its production levels across different 

facilities, or simply artificially boost its activity 

levels. This makes sense so long as the value of 

the free allowances retained exceeds the costs of 

any uneconomic activity involved.  

There is suggestive evidence that this has been 

taking place in parts of the cement and lime sector. Cement production facilities can split clinker 

production from final end product which offers flexibilities that lend themselves to maximising 

continued free allocation. While production data at sub-installation level is not publically available, if 

we use emissions as a proxy for industrial production and look across a wide sample of cement 

installations in countries experiencing unusually low demand, we can detect a tendency for 
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Figure 16: Correlation between declines in 

industrial output and 2013 surpluses in some 

EU sectors 
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Figure 18: EU27 Cement production vs ETS emissions 
(2005-2012) 

 Source: Cembureau, EU Transaction Log, Sandbag calculations 

ŜƳƛǎǎƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ άŎƭǳǎǘŜǊέ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ нр҈ ŀƴŘ рл҈ ǘƘǊŜǎƘƻƭŘǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜΣ ǎǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ нлмнΣ ǘƘŜ 

first year that output affected allocations for the following year (See Figure 17). 

Figure 17: Increased clustering of activity levels at partial cessation thresholds in 2012 in Cement 

installations in Spain, Italy Greece Portugal and Ireland 

 Source EU Transaction Log, concept from Climate Strategies 

 

Efforts to sidestep partial cessation rules, might also explain the abrupt decoupling of cement 

emissions and cement production in 2012. A crash in European cement demand, saw European 

production plummet by 17% that year, 

while emissions fell by only 7% despite 

tracking production fairly closely before 

then (See Figure 18). 

This sudden increase in the emissions 

intensity of European cement, seems to be 

explained by a sudden and unprecedented 

uptick in clinker exports from Spain and 

Greece. Spanish clinker exports more than 

doubled, while Greek exports nearly 

quadrupled that year.24 This suggests that 

under-utilised clinker facilities in these 

countries may have artificially boosted their 

production in order to retain access to free 

carbon allowances. This implies the current design of the partial cessation thresholds may have 

been responsible for generating considerable surpluses for the companies involved. 

Problem 3: Surplus allowances banked forward from Phase 2 

9¢{ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ōŜƎƛƴ нлмо ǿƛǘƘ άōƭŀƴƪ ǎƭŀǘŜǎέΦ aƻǎǘ ƳŀƴǳŦŀŎǘǳǊƛƴƎ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ 

European manufacturing sectors, were oversupplied free allowances in Phase 2 and these 

allowances could be banked forward for use in Phase 3 or beyond.  

                                                           
24 See Climate Strategies Cement report  http://www.climatestrategies.org/research/our-reports/category/61/384.html 
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Trade groups and industry lobbyists often choose to omit Phase 2 surpluses when describing their 

cumulative net position going forward, arguing that all spare allowances were sold to provide cash-

flow during the financial crisis, and have not been banked forward. Unfortunately this argument 

does not advance their case that the ETS poses an imminent threat of carbon leakage, because the 

revenues gained by selling allowances have assisted their competitiveness rather than harmed it. 

With carbon trading at much higher prices in Phase 2 than today, the receipts for any allowances 

sold then are likely to significantly exceed the costs of buying the same volume of allowances back at 

current values. Industries who sold their surplus allowances during Phase 2 have probably fared 

better than if they banked them forward. 

In Table 5 below we provide an indicative calculation of the receipts that each sector would have 

received if it monetized all of its spare allowances on an annual basis at the average annual carbon 

price. We include in this calculation any spare free allowances that have been acquired through 

offsetting. To calculate the revenues from these we have first subtracted the average annual CER 

price. Below we summarise the same findings, calculated for each of the main manufacturing sectors 

listed in the EU Transaction Log: 

Table 5: Indicative ETS cash flows in Phase 2 and volume of EUAs this could buy today 

Sector Spare 
Phase 2 
EUAs 
issued 
(Mt) 

Cash flow 
from EUAs 
όϵƳύ 

Phase 2 
offsets 

surrendered 
(Mt) 

Cash flow 
from  EUA-

CER 
spread 
όϵƳύ 

Total 
Phase 2 

cash 
flow 
όϵƳύ 

EUAs at 
today's 
price 
όϵрΦснύ 

Cement and Lime 276 ϵоΣрло 110 ϵпот ϵоΣфпл 701 

Iron and steel 108 ϵмΣноф 111 ϵппс ϵмΣсус 300 

Mineral oil 53 ϵртм 64 ϵнрт ϵуну 147 

Pulp and paper 53 ϵтлр 20 ϵтф ϵтуп 140 

Ceramics 43 ϵртр 7 ϵнт ϵслн 107 

Glass 25 ϵонс 13 ϵрп ϵоул 68 

Coke ovens 20 ϵнро 10 ϵпс ϵнфу 53 

Other 11 ϵммс 14 ϵрл ϵмсс 30 

Chemicals 7 ϵфм 3 ϵмо ϵмлп 18 

Metal ore roasting 3 ϵпп 2 ϵу ϵро 9 

Non ferrous metals 1 ϵмф 0 ϵм ϵнл 4 
Source: The EU Transaction Log, The ICE, and Sandbag Calculations 

 

It is difficult to ascertain the extent to which companies in each industrial sector actually chose to 

sell their spare allowances, or what price they commanded for those allowances if they did, but they 

ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ ƘŜƭǇ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ŀ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅΩǎ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛǾŜƴŜǎǎ ƛŦ ǎƻƭŘΦ ²Ŝ ƛƭƭǳǎǘǊŀǘŜ ǘƘƛǎ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ǘƻ ǎƘƻǿ ǿƘȅ ǿŜ 

include surplus Phase 2 allowances when looking at the future outlook for sectors and companies. It 

is because treating Phase 2 allowances as banked is both a simple and conservative shorthand for 

assessing how protected sectors and companies are against the market price of carbon going 

forward. 
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The outlook for industrial sectors going forward 

Between the huge surpluses accrued over Phase 2, the wide capture of the carbon leakage list and 

the unresponsiveness of the partial cessation rules, many manufacturing sectors look in aggregate to 

be oversupplied free allowances for the remainder of this decade.  

Figure 19: Cumulative balance of spare carbon allowances with emissions projected at 2013 levels 

(2008-2020) 

 

 

Source: EU Transaction Log, Sandbag calculations. Includes offsets already surrendered for 2008-12. Iron and Steel 

allocations have been adjusted for waste gas transfers using a methodology provided by Eurofer, and Pulp and paper 

allocations have been adjusted for heat transfers using a methodology provided by CEPI. 

 

In Figure 19 we show how sector surpluses will evolve out to 2020 for each of the main 

manufacturing sectors if emissions continue at 2013 levels. Given the flat or downward trends in 

industrial production, we believe this to be a conservative assumption for most sectors. We also 

assume all spare Phase 2 allowances are banked forward, including those obtained through 

surrendering offsets25.  

Under these assumptions, most sectors remain oversupplied out to 2020 under the current 

allocation rules. The only sectors that face any carbon exposure between now and then are the 

                                                           
25 Note that this analysis takes no account of any offsets surrendered after 2012. 
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Mineral Oil Refineries sector, Non-Ferrous Metals, ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ άhǘƘŜǊέ ǎŜŎǘƻǊΦ ¢ƘŜ aŜǘŀƭ hǊŜ wƻŀǎǘƛƴƎ 

sector first falls short of allowances in the year 2020. All other sectors are oversupplied across Phase 

3, with conspicuously large surpluses in the Cement and Lime sector. In fact, surpluses in the Cement 

sector, the Ceramics sector, and the Chemicals sector continue to grow across this trading period, 

while surpluses in the Pulp and Paper decline very slowly. The allocation rules for these four sectors 

remain sufficiently favourable that they would remain oversupplied beyond 2030 if current 

allocation rules and emissions levels were extended forward shown below in Figure 20.  

We have extrapolated forward the benchmarked free allowances for each installation and the 

declining ceiling on free allowances. This provides a reasonable proxy for how free allowance would 

look if the current rules were continued and the 1.74% trajectory of the cap was unchanged.  

Figure 20: Cumulative balance of spare carbon allowances with emissions projected at 2013 levels 

(2008-2030) 

Source: EUTL, Sandbag calculations. Includes offsets already surrendered for 2008-12. See Figure 19 for adjustments. 

Using the same methodology,  

 

Table 6 shows when each sector would ultimately fall short of surplus allowances if current 

emissions and allocation trends are extrapolated forward indefinitely. The table shows the estimated 

year in which cumulated surpluses would be used up ς this does not mean allocation would fall to 

zero. Negative balances in the last two columns indicate total potential shortfall over the entire 

period, not in a single year. Finally, these are highly conservative estimates given the negative trends 

seen in many sectors over recent years. 
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Table 6: Manufacturing sector cumulative surpluses projected forward 

Sector Year 
cumulated 

surplus 
runs out 

2013 
emissions 

(Mt) 

2013 
cumulative 
balance of 

free 
allowances 

(Mt) 

2020 
cumulative 
balance of 

free 
allowances 

(Mt) 

2030 
cumulative 
balance of 

free 
allowances 

(Mt) 

Cement and Lime 2043 140 414 521 480 

Ceramics 2043 13 53 59 51 

Chemicals 2033 36 16 36 16 

Pulp and paper 2031 29 75 64 5 

Glass 2026 19 37 19 -27 

Coke ovens 2022 23 29 8 -47 

Iron and steel 2022 111 208 59 -331 

Metal ore roasting 2020 3 5 -1 -12 

Non ferrous metals 2018 13 2 -4 -27 

Mineral oil 2017 134 91 -145 -609 

Other 2016 27 22 -41 -165 
Source EU Transaction Log, Sandbag Calculations. 

At current emissions levels both the Cement sector and the Ceramics sector would not be obliged 

to buy a single tonne of carbon until 2043. It is clear that the current system of awarding free 

allowances to industry is ill-equipped to drive decarbonisation in these sectors and requires major 

overhaul.  

But this situation is not uniform across all sectors. Sectors like Mineral Oil Refineries and the 

ƳƛǎŎŜƭƭŀƴŜƻǳǎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ŦŀƭƭƛƴƎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ άhǘƘŜǊέ ǎŜŎǘƻǊ Ƴŀȅ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ŎǳƳǳƭŀǘƛǾŜƭȅ ōǳȅ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ŀ 

ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǿƻǊǘƘ ƻŦ ŀƭƭƻǿŀƴŎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǊƪŜǘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ нлн0. Beyond 2020, a growing number of 

sectors will become exposed to the market price of carbon unless the rules are changed.  

As these costs grow more significant, products which are genuinely exposed to carbon leakage might 

start to experience significant competitiveness threats. Over the longer term, the current system of 

awarding free allowances risks failing in two directions, providing excess protections to some 

industries and insufficient protections to others. 

It seems clear to us, then, that we need a benchmarked allocation system which is significantly 

more responsive to changes in output, and which is able to rise as well as contract. This could be 

achieved either through a fully-fledged ex post allocation system, more sophisticated application 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨŎǊƻǎǎ ǎŜŎǘƻǊ ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŦŀŎǘƻǊΩΣ or by improving the current rules for partial cessations, 

capacity changes and New Entrants to better accommodate increases and decreases in activity 

levels. We will explore this prospect in detail in our recommendations. 
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5. Company analysis - Carbon Fatcats Revisited 

 
 

Key findings 

¶ 10 companies have in 6 years managed to hog nearly 22% of the whole surplus under the 

ETS (over 483 Mt from a total of 2.2 billion tonnes) ς  despite being responsible for barely 

10% of emissions (1.1 billion tonnes from a total of 11.6 billion tonnes).  

 

¶ Changes affecting the rules on free allocation have had a noticeable braking effect on the 

ŜȄǇŀƴǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ CŀǘŎŀǘǎΩ ǎǳǊǇƭǳǎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊƛǎǘƛŎ ƻŦ ǇƘŀǎŜ нΦ 

 

¶ Under the present policy, surpluses start being exhausted pre-2020 for the electricity 

generators on our list and the late 2020s for steel makers. 

 

¶ However, this effect differs sharply from sector to sector. Changes in production volumes 

and production methods mean the cement FŀǘŎŀǘǎΩ surplus will continue rising further well 

into the late 2020s. 

 

¶ The rules on offset use have ensured that the use of international credits continue to 

provide a subsidy to already over-allocated companies. 

 

¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŎǊƻǇ ƻŦ Carbon Fatcats 
In this section we highlight the ten companies who are holding the most surplus EUAs,26 i.e. the 
largest difference between spare carbon allowances27 received free of charge over 2008-2013 
compared with their verified emissions over the same period. In a convention Sandbag established in 
our 2010 report28Σ ǿŜ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘŜƴ ŎƻƳǇŀƴƛŜǎΣ 9ǳǊƻǇŜΩǎ άCarbon FatcatsέΦ 
 
The last review of the Carbon Fatcats was ƛƴ ƻǳǊ нлмн ǊŜǇƻǊǘ Ψ[ƻǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ [ŜŀŘΚ 9ǳǊƻǇŜΩǎ ŦƭŀƎƎƛƴƎ 
ŎŀǊōƻƴ ƳŀǊƪŜǘΩΣ ǊŜŦŜǊǊƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ нлмм compliance year. 29 As surplus values have evolved between 
then and now, our list of Fatcats has changed accordingly.30 
 
 

                                                           
26 CƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊ άǎǳǊǇƭǳǎέ ǊŜŦŜǊǎ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎǳƳǳƭŀǘƛǾŜ 9¦! ōŀƭŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ŀ ŎƻƳǇŀƴy over the 2008-2013 
ǇŜǊƛƻŘΦ Lǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ ŀƴ ŜƴǘƛǘȅΩǎ 9¦! ōŀƭŀƴŎŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ȅŜŀǊΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜ or 
ƴŜƎŀǘƛǾŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ άȅŜŀǊƭȅ 9¦! ōŀƭŀƴŎŜέΦ 
27 As a matter of standard operating procedure, Sandbag offers companies with the highest surpluses the opportunity to 
adjust downwards their free allocation figures published in the EUTL by disclosing their waste gas transfers to us. All 
companies mentioned in this chapter have been contacted, and free allocation numbers have been adjusted accordingly 
wherever guidance was provided. 
28 Ψ¢ƘŜ /ŀǊōƻƴ wƛŎƘ [ƛǎǘΥ ¢ƘŜ ŎƻƳǇŀƴƛŜǎ ǇǊƻŦƛǘƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 9¦ 9Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴǎ ¢ǊŀŘƛƴƎ {ŎƘŜƳŜΩ όнлмлύΣ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŀǘΥ 
http://www.sandbag.org.uk/site_media/pdfs/reports/carbon_fat_cats_march2010.pdf  
29 Due to sales, closures, new openings, etc. the entities identified in this report by a given company name may not be an 
exact match against those identified in the 2012 report.  
30 In the course of compiling this analysis we contacted each of the companies asking them to verify ownership of 
installations and any waste gas transfers. We also inquired about explanations for the surpluses they have accrued, but the 
majority did not provide detailed explanations. At the end of this chapter provides a brief overview of our best estimates 
regarding what the main drivers behind of each of Fatcats surpluses have been.  

http://www.sandbag.org.uk/site_media/pdfs/reports/carbon_fat_cats_march2010.pdf
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Table 7: Top 10 companies in terms of cumulative EUA surpluses, as of 2013 (excluding offsets). 

No. Company Sector 2013 
surplus
31 

2012 
surplus 

Surplus 
change 

2013 
FA32 

2012 
FA 

FA 
change 

A B C D E F G H I 

1 ArcelorMittal Steel 93.0 101.5 -8% 59.8 86.7 -31% 

2 Lafarge Cement 45.6 41.1 11% 18.0 24.6 -27% 

3 Tata Group Steel 42.6 43.8 -3% 25.3 35.6 -29% 

4 Holcim Cement 27.1 24.8 10% 13.2 17.5 -24% 

5 HeidelbergCement Cement 25.4 23.6 8% 18.8 23.5 -20% 

6 Cemex Cement 23.6 20.2 17% 10.6 12.4 -15% 

7 Italcementi Cement 23.2 20.2 15% 13.0 17.2 -24% 

8 CEZ Electricity 19.6 29.5 -34% 19.1 42.6 -55% 

9 Termoelectrica Electricity 19.5 19.4 1% 6.1 11.8 -48% 

10 Duferco Steel 16.1 15.9 1% 0.4 3.9 -91% 

Source: EUTL, Sandbag database of company installations. 

 
The Carbon Fatcat surpluses are disproportionate to their volume of emissions. Companies 
responsible for only 10% of emissions are holding nearly 22% of the surplus presently under the 
scheme. Nevertheless, as we show next, Phase 3 introduced novel features of the ETS that help 
ameliorate the situation. 
 
Table 8: Emissions and surpluses recorded during 2008-2013 to Fatcats (and manufacturing 
Fatcats, respectively), as a percentage of emissions and surpluses of all manufacturing sectors and 
the entire ETS, respectively. 

Operators All 10 Fatcats Manufacturer Fatcats 

Emissions33 1.11 Gt34 0.85 Gt 

Manufacturers35 3.10 Gt 35.9% 27.6% 

ETS total 11.61 Gt 9.6% 7.4% 

Surpluses36 0.48 Gt 0.41 Gt 

Manufacturers 1.19 Gt 40.3% 34.9% 

ETS total (inc. auctions) 2.24 Gt37 21.6% 18.5% 

Source: EUTL 

 

New rules changing the list of Fatcats 

The move away from the discretionary National Allocation Plans of Phase 2 to centralised 
benchmarks in Phase 3 has reduced the level of free allocation received by the Fatcats. Similarly, the 
cross-sectoral correction factor acts to limit the amount of free allowances that can be allocated to 

                                                           
31 Values adjusted for flue gas transfers after consulting with companies. 
32 FA = free allocation. Because this table serves to evaluate the impact of benchmarking and the cross-sectoral correction 
factor, waste gas transfers are not applied to the values in columns G and H. 
33 These are cumulative emissions (2008-2013), to make comparison with cumulative surpluses possible. 
34 Gigatonne = 1 billion tonnes. 
35 Not aviation and not combustion EUTL sectors. 
36 Likewise, the surplus figures include total attributable offset use (2008-2012). 
37 This figure is the only one where the influence of auctioned allowances can be made visible, since auctioned allowances 
are by definition not allocated to anybody, but can be bought by anyone. Furthermore, no information is available on who 
has purchased any particular allowance. 
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manufacturing installations. These developments signal the beginning of the end for some of the 
9¦Ωǎ ŎŀǊōƻƴ CŀǘŎŀǘǎ ǿƘƻ gorged themselves on excessive free allocation in the previous phase. 
 
However, the effect of these changes is not being felt uniformly across the sectors. Fatcat companies 
from the steel sector appear this year to have fared quite poorly relative to those in the cement 
sector. The year-on-year evolutioƴ ƻŦ ǎǘŜŜƭ CŀǘŎŀǘǎΩ ŎǳƳǳƭŀǘƛǾŜ ǎǳǊǇƭǳǎŜǎ όŎƻƭǳƳƴ C ƻŦ Table 7) 
shows that their yearly EUA balance in 2013 was negative or has barely grown ς a major milestone 
for a scheme that had been chronically over-allocating them for five years. In contrast, it appears 
Fatcats from the cement sector remain champions at securing excess free allowances, even under 
the new benchmarks: all five companies with the fastest growing surplus are from the cement 
sector. This raises the question of whether further changes are needed to the rules governing free 
allocation in this sector, for example updating the benchmarks or refining the rules governing partial 
cessation (see below). 
 
Responsive allocation 
The substantial revision of the method of allocating free allowances to installations is very clearly 
illustrated by the massive drop-off in surplus registered by Duferco:  down 91% on the previous year. 
Due to massive changes to its activity levels visible already in 2009, Duferco amassed surpluses 
completely out of proportion to its needs, yet in phase 2 the Scheme was not equipped to address 
this problem. The new rules make a vigorous contribution to solving this aspect of chronic over-
allocation. 
 
Elimination of free allocation to electricity generation 
The precipitous drop in the surplus of CEZ is due to the explicit phase 3 rule that electricity 
generation is no longer eligible for free allocation. The same rule has led to a slow-down in the 
ǎǳōǎǘŀƴǘƛŀƭ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ƻŦ ¢ŜǊƳƻŜƭŜŎǘǊƛŎŀΩǎ ǎǳǊǇƭǳǎΦ Neither of these companies have been completely 
cut off from free allocation, however, due to the option for transitional free allocation for the 
modernisation of electricity generation under Article 10c of the ETS directive. Under a scenario of 
emissions staying at 2013 levels, their surplus should nevertheless be exhausted before the end of 
phase 3. 
 
 

Offsetting turns Fatcats obese 

Offsets are completely fungible with EUAs from the point of view of their compliance needs, but, as 
shown in Table 9, the price between these two financial vehicles can be significantly different. All 
companies, not just Fatcats, are incentivised to acquire CERs, use them for their yearly compliance 
needs, and keep the freely allocated EUAs for whatever future purposes (i.e. to bank them for future 
use, or to sell them off to companies facing shortfalls under the ETS). If the EUAs are banked, 
ŎƻƳǇŀƴƛŜǎΩ ƴŜǘ ǎǳǊǇƭǳǎŜǎ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ increase, while in the latter case companies reap the spread 
between the sold EUA and the bought CER. 
 
Access to offsets has been a boon to the already massively over-allocated Fatcats.  Liberal access to 
offsets has insulated them even further from the need to cut their emissions by further raising their 
surpluses.  Due to changes in the way ETS data is made publicly available we are, since 2013, no 
longer able to attribute offset use to individual installations or companies and the table below 
therefore only details offset use for the period 2008-12.  
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Table 9: The effect of offsets on Fatcat surpluses. 

Company 2013 raw surplus Total offset use38 2013 net surplus Surplus increase 
due to offset use 

A B C D E 

ArcelorMittal 93.0 46.2 139.2 50% 

Lafarge 45.6 12.6 58.1 28% 

Tata Group 42.6 13.3 55.9 31% 

Holcim 27.1 8.7 35.8 32% 

HeidelbergCement 25.4 13.4 38.8 53% 

Cemex 23.6 6.5 30.0 27% 

Italcementi 23.2 7.7 30.9 33% 

CEZ 19.6 18.0 37.6 92% 

Termoelectrica 19.5 5.5 25.0 28% 

Duferco 16.1 0.2 16.3 1% 

Source: EUTL, Sandbag 

 

 

How long can the Fatcats last? 
The surpluses confer significant benefits to the carbon Fatcats. They can be banked forward, to 
protect against future carbon or mitigation costs, or alternatively, can be sold off immediately, 
yielding windfall profits for these companies. Sandbag has conducted analysis of both scenarios 
below to disprove claims about the costliness of the ETS and reveal just how much these ten 
companies stand to benefit from the scheme in either of these two scenarios. 
 
 
Scenario 1: Spare allowances are banked forward 
 
As shown in column B of Table 10, most of the Carbon Fatcats continue to receive very large 
amounts of allowances through free allocation throughout Phase 3. However, in order to estimate 
the extent to which they are likely to continue to grow their surpluses going forward, Sandbag used 
constant 2013 emissions as an indicative projection of their 2014-2020 emissions pathway and then 
calculated the balance between the freely allocated allowances that have been promised to these 
ŎƻƳǇŀƴƛŜǎΩ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜir expected emissions. This balance is given in column D of the same 
table. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                           
38 Due to changes in the reporting regime for offset use that took effect starting the 2013 compliance year, no offset data is 
available any longer below the ETS level as a whole. Therefore, no publicly accessible data exists on offset use by any 
company after the 2012 compliance year. Since none of the companies reviewed in this chapter had exhausted their offset 
use entitlement at that point, it is to be expected that the actual figures for total offset use should be higher. Readers are 
advised to bear in mind that in reality any conclusions based on offset use in this chapter should therefore be 
correspondingly magnified. 
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Table 10: Expected phase 3 balance between freely allocated allowances and projected emissions. 

Company Future free 
allocation39 

Projected emissions (7 
years at 2013 levels) 

Cumulative Balance 
for 2014-2020 

A B C D 

ArcelorMittal 259.2 350.1 -91.0 

Lafarge 117.6 95.0 22.6 

Tata Group 124.6 144.2 -19.6 

Holcim 86.0 75.9 10.0 

HeidelbergCement 122.0 118.9 3.1 

Cemex 68.7 50.2 18.5 

Italcementi 83.4 70.7 12.7 

CEZ 6.4 203.1 -196.6 

Termoelectrica 7.5 41.8 -34.4 

Duferco 1.8 1.2 0.6 

Source: EUTL 

 
 
The derogations under Article 10c that allow for continued free allocation to power sectors in 
countries undergoing economic transition are not enough to prevent the balance from turning 
negative for the two power companies (CEZ and Termoelectrrica). 2013 has also brought a massive 
change for the iron and steel companies, whose cumulative balance for phase 3 turns negative. In 
ǎǇƛǘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊǳƭŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ƛƴ ǇƘŀǎŜ оΣ ŎŜƳŜƴǘ ǎŜŎǘƻǊ CŀǘŎŀǘǎΩ ǎǳǊǇƭǳǎ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜǎ ǘƻ ƎǊƻǿΣ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ 
continue to see positive yearly balances going forward to 2020. 
 
These changes have not, however, taken place in a vacuum and the legacy from the previous 2008-
нлмо ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ƛǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǎǳōǎǘŀƴǘƛŀƭΦ Lƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘƭȅ ŜǾŀƭǳŀǘŜ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŎƻƳǇŀƴƛŜǎΩ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴŜ ƴŜŜŘǎ 
to look into the combined effect of not only the estimated position going forward, but also of the 
surpluses accumulated to date, as shown in Table 11.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                           
39 Adjusted where appropriate for waste gas transfers as indicated by companies. 
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Table 11: Overall position to 2020 taking into account accrued surpluses to date. 

Company Surplus 
until today 

Future 
balance 

until 2020 

Surplus by 
2020 

2013 
emissions 

Possible 
change in 
emissions 
by 202040 

A B C D E G 

ArcelorMittal 139.2 -91.0 48.3 50.0 +24% 

Lafarge 58.1 22.6 80.7 13.6 +149% 

Tata Group 55.9 -19.6 36.4 20.6 +44% 

Holcim 35.8 10.0 45.8 10.8 +106% 

HeidelbergCement 38.8 3.1 41.9 17.0 +62% 

Cemex 30.0 18.5 48.5 7.2 +169% 

Italcementi 30.9 12.7 43.6 10.1 +108% 

CEZ 37.6 -196.6 -159.1 29.0 -137% 

Termoelectrica 25.0 -34.4 -9.3 6.0 -39% 

Duferco 16.3 0.6 16.9 0.2 +2398% 

Source: Sandbag calculations based on EUTL. 

 
As these numbers show, all non-power Fatcats continue to enjoy substantial surpluses for the 
remainder of this decade. Since allowances are in essence pollution permits, this means that 
ǘƘŜƻǊŜǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŎƻƳǇŀƴƛŜǎΩ ŜƳƛǎǎƛƻƴǎ Ŏŀƴ ǊƛǎŜ ŀōƻǾŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ƭŜǾŜƭǎ without facing any new 
carbon costs ς sometimes spectacularly so.  
 
Therefore, far from being constrained by an ambitious EU agenda threatening to devastate their 
international competitiveness, prior to 2020 the manufacturing Fatcats need not worry about 
paying a single cent for all the extra carbon pollution they would release into the atmosphere even 
if their emissions were to grow significantly. Despite the institutional changes brought on by Phase 
3, the Fatcats still have a long way to go to lean down and start feeling the carbon price like other 
companies less blessed with free allocations. 
 
In order to gauge just how long the Fatcats have got to go before they will be facing the same 
playing field as ordinary ETS companies, we provide in Figure 21 a snapshot of what these over-
allocated companies might face if policy continued along the same lines as today, without further 
changes. The projections are based on historical data on emissions, offsets and emissions, on a 
forward projection of emissions and waste gas transfers (at flat 2013 levels), and on estimates of 
free allocation based on a cap continuously decreasing past 2020 at a 1.74% linear reduction factor. 
Finally, we bring together this forward-looking story with a backward-ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ CŀǘŎŀǘǎΩ 
history in a brief narrative form, provided at the end of this chapter. 
 

                                                           
40 This column indicates the percentage by which the expected surplus by 2020 might allow emissions to rise above 2013 
levels if it were progressively used up during the remainder of phase 3. 
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Figure 21Υ LƭƭǳǎǘǊŀǘƛǾŜ ǘǊŜƴŘǎ ŦƻǊ CŀǘŎŀǘǎΩ ŎǳƳǳƭŀǘƛǾŜ ōŀƭŀƴŎŜǎ ǳƴǘƛƭ нлрлΦ όtǊojections as dotted 
lines, assuming -1.74% LRF post-2020 and emissions flat at 2013 levels.)

 
Source: EUTL 

 
Scenario 2: Spare allowances are sold off 
 
It is often argued that over-allocated companies such as the Fatcats cannot in fact raise or continue 
their emissions at no cost, as described in the previous scenario, because they have actually sold 
their spare allowances off already. Using yearly averages for EUA and CER prices,41 we have 
estimated the cash flows from the two sources of income that companies can enjoy: the immediate 
sale of excess allowances and the substitution of offsets for allowances.42 The gains from the former 
were obtained by multiplying the yearly volumes of excess freely allocated allowances (adjusted for 
waste gases) with the average value of front-December future contracts for EUAs in the same year; 

                                                           
41 Average front-December prices from the same year were used for both allowances and offsets. The daily prices based on 
which the yearly averages were calculated are available from Sandbag. 
42 It needs to be emphasised that these are average prices. Especially in the case of CERs long-term contracts with CDM 
project developers can lock in prices at which CERs are delivered to consumers, yielding a cost curve that is at odds with 
ƳŀǊƪŜǘ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜǎΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ ǎŎŀƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊōƻƴ CŀǘŎŀǘǎΩ ŎƻƴǎǳƳǇǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ƭŀǊƎŜ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜ ǘƘƛǎ 
market average, suggesting that these estimates should not be too far off the market average. Moreover, as can be seen in 

Figure 22, CER prices have been consistently been below EUA prices (if not, there would not have been such a flowering of 

CER consumption under the ETS), meaning that the impact of CER usage would be on average beneficial to companies, 
even if the exact magnitude of that benefit remains open to debate. 
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in the case of the latter the yearly volumes of offsets43 surrendered were multiplied with the spread 
between EUA and CER front-December future contracts for the year in question.44 
 
The results, illustrated in Table 12, show that, even if the Fatcats had sold off the free EUAs that 
were granted to them as a lifeline to prevent the ETS from harming their competitiveness, with the 
money they probably made selling allowances, they should be able buy back larger volumes of new 
ones, which ought to last them longer than if they in fact had kept the original ones.  
 
Table 12: The ōŜƴŜŦƛŎƛŀƭ ŜŦŦŜŎǘ ƻŦ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ǎƻƭŘ ƻŦŦ ƻƴŜΩǎ ǎǳǊǇƭǳǎŜǎ ǿƘŜƴ ǇǊƛŎŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƘƛƎƘ 
 

Company Estim. 
cash 
flows 
(2005-
2013) 

Could 
buy 
extra 
EUAs 
now 

Estim. 
cash 
flows 
(2014-
2020) 

Estim. 
cash 
flows 
(2005-
2020) 

Could 
buy 
extra 
EUAs in 
2020 

Optim. 
extra 
volume 
of EUAs 
bought 

Cumul. 
balance 
in 2020 
w/o  
extra 
EUAs 

Cumul. 
balance 
in 2020 
with 
extra 
EUAs 

Year 
new 
EUAs 
alone 
might 
last 
until aƛƭƭΦ ϵ Mt aƛƭƭΦ ϵ aƛƭƭΦ ϵ Mt Mt Mt Mt 

ArcMit. 1,473.4 262.2 -582.2 891.2 121.3 262.2 -80.0 182.2 2023 

Lafarge 643.3 114.5 159.7 803.0 109.3 114.5 25.1 139.5 2030 

Tata Gr. 646.3 115.0 -107.5 538.7 73.3 115.0 -14.3 100.7 2024 

Holcim 385.6 68.6 79.5 465.1 63.3 68.6 12.5 81.1 2027 

Heidel-
bergCem. 

495.2 88.1 32.7 527.9 71.8 88.1 5.4 93.5 2025 

Cemex 352.1 62.6 128.4 480.4 65.4 65.4 20.1 85.4 2031 

Italcem. 270.3 48.1 95.1 365.4 49.7 49.7 14.9 64.6 2026 

CEZ 547.8 97.5 -1,270.1 -722.3 -98.3 97.5 -190.9 -93.4 2018 

Termoel. 255.6 45.5 -220.1 35.5 4.8 45.5 -33.8 11.7 2021 

Duferco 
Gr. 

283.3 50.4 17.8 301.1 41 50.4 2.7 53.1 Beyond 
205045 

Source: EUTL and ICE. 

 

                                                           
43 We expect companies to act as rational economic actors and therefore we assumed that offset use would continue past 
2012 (the last compliance year for which offset use data is available on the installation level), topping up negative EUA 
balances whenever they would arise until the offset entitlement is exhausted, or, if no years with negative EUA balances 
occur before 2020, then the entire offset entitlement would be used in the year when the EUA-CER spread is maximal. 
44 This is because the profit to be gained from substituting an offset for an allowance is the difference between the sum 
gained by not selling an allowance and the sum lost by purchasing an offset. 
45 A back of the envelope calculation suggests that, if Duferco had sold and then decided to rebuy EUAs, its surplus might 
last until the year 2308 [sic!]. 
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Why the Cats are Fat 

 
Arcelor-Mittal  (Steel) 
85 installations in BE, CZ, FR, DE, IT, LU, PL, RO, ES. 
 
This steel maker has been the largest single source of waste gas transfers under the ETS, and 
therefore deserves special mention for contributing to GHG cuts all over Europe. However, even 
accounting for these waste gas transfers, thanks to the volumes of allowances that ArcelorMittal 
was able to secure through National Allocation Plans, it was over-supplied by roughly 34-94% 
relative to its emissions for every year during 2009-2012.46 The effects of this over-allocation were 
ƳŀƎƴƛŦƛŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅΩǎ ǎƘŜŜǊ scale, allowing it to amass the greatest surplus of any single entity 
so far, estimated at approximately 148 Mt. The move to free allocation through best available 
technology (BAT) benchmarking and the introduction of the cross-sectoral correction factor have 
ŀƎƎǊŜǎǎƛǾŜƭȅ Ŏǳǘ ƛƴǘƻ !ǊŎŜƭƻǊaƛǘǘŀƭΩǎ ǎǳǊǇƭǳǎ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ƛƴ нлмоΣ ŜƴǎǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ŦǊƻƳ ƴƻǿ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
company would face negative yearly EUA balances. Nevertheless, due to its gargantuan surplus, the 
first year when ArcelorMittal would need to acquire EUAs from auctions would still only be 2024. 
Because other fatcats, specifically from the cement sector, will continue to enjoy positive yearly EUA 
balances for a long time, ArcelorMittal will probably lose its position as the fattest one of them all 
before the end of phase 3. 
 
 
Lafarge (Cement) 
30 installations in AT, CZ, FR, DE, GR, HU, PL, RO, SI, ES, UK. 
 

Although Lafarge was already in 2008 in the top three of surplus holders, its surplus started growing 
by leaps and bounds during the financial crisis, when its diminished production caused its emissions 
to collapse to around 14-15 Mt per year against free allocation volumes that had been inflexibly set 
to around 24 Mt. Offsets also contributed significantly to its surplus, with the already strongly over-
allocated Lafarge surrendering around 12.5 Mt of credits in 2011 and 2012 it had no demonstrable 
ƴŜŜŘ ŦƻǊΦ tƘŀǎŜ о Ƙŀǎ ŀŎǘŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ōǊŜŀƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇŀƴǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ [ŀŦŀǊƎŜΩǎ ǎǳǊǇƭǳǎ όǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊƭȅ ōŀƭŀƴŎŜ ƛǎ 
estimate to be less than 5 Mt in 2013 against nearly 13 Mt the year before), but the new BAT 

benchmark still yields more than 30% over-allocation as of 2013, meaning that its surplus may continue 
rising until 2029. This makes it the company most likely to take the fatcat throne in the future, 
keeping it until well into 2040s ς with only fellow cement maker Cemex able to rival its supremacy. 
 
Its possible merger with Holcim would make the supremacy of the new company among Fatcats a 
given unless there is drastic rationalisation of spare capacity as a result. 
 
 
Tata Group (Steel) 
21 installations in BE, FR, NL, UK. 
 
¢ŀǘŀ {ǘŜŜƭΩǎ ŘŜƎǊŜŜ ƻŦ ƻǾŜǊ-allocation grew every year when its emissions started dropping off 
significantly from its fixed historical allocations from 2009. This was in spite of fairly significant waste gas 
transfers and investment into more efficient technologies at certain facilities. The new BAT benchmarks 
introduced in 2013 means that, without offsetting, the Tata group faces negative yearly EUA balances 
from now onwards, which would lead to an eventual exhaustion of its surplus. 

                                                           
46 These numbers are likely to be much higher. A peculiar rule on accounting for waste gas transfers implemented until 
2012 in France alone used to automatically deduct waste gas transfers from free allocation before reporting the end result 
to the old CITL. As a result, over-allocation in France is under-estimated. If France were ignored, over-allocation for 
ArcelorMittal is 41-62% during 2005-2008 and 79-124% during 2009-2012. 
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Holcim (Cement) 
25 installations in BE, BG, HR, CZ, FR, DE, HU, IT, RO, SK, ES. 
 
Holcim was already in 2008 one of the Top 3 most over-allocated Fatcats, partly due to its early use of 
offsetting. Its fixed allocations in Phase 2 ensured that its surplus rose steadily when ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅΩǎ 
emissions dropped in 2009 and never recovered. The new benchmarked allocation rules still yield more 
than 20% over-allocation as of 2013, although this should noticeably diminish as free allocation falls 
towards 2020. 
 
Holcim has applied to the European Commission for a permission to merge with fellow cement-maker 
Lafarge. If successful, the merger would result in a new king of Fatcats whose surplus would in 2018 be of 
ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǎƛȊŜ ŀǎ !ǊŎŜƭƻǊaƛǘǘŀƭΩǎΣ ōǳǘΣ ǳƴƭƛƪŜ !ǊŎŜƭƻǊaƛǘǘŀƭΩǎΣ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǊƛǎƛƴƎ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜ нлнлǎΦ 
This new Mega-Fatcat would presumably not be short of allowances before the late 2040s. 
 
 
HeidelbergCement (Cement) 
41 installations in BE, CZ, EE, DE, HU, NO, PL, RO, SE. 
 
HeidelbergCement has been the least over-allocated cement Fatcat of them all. Due to its activity lying in 
markets where there has been a smaller contraction of construction activities, the gap between 
emissions and free allocation does not yawn as wide as in the case of its peers from the cement sector, 
and the greatest uptick in its surplus was due to a massive surrender of offsets in 2012 ς not persistent 
over-allocation. The relatively small scale of its surplus means that it is likely to be the first cement fatcat 
to have its surplus peak and be exhausted. A low degree of over-allocation in 2013 (circa 10%) suggests 
that relatively little gaming of partial cessation rules is taking place. 
 
 
Cemex (Cement) 
14 installations in HR, DE, PL, ES, UK. 
 
Cemex was, other than Duferco, the most over-allocated Fatcat already in 2008 (circa 35%). As with all 
other cement makers, its fixed free allocations in Phase 2 steadily raised ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅΩǎ surplus when 
emissions dropped in 2009, and copious offset use in 2012 made it again second only to Duferco in 
degree of over-allocation. Despite BAT benchmarking, its 2013 free allowances ensured that over-
allocation still lay at more than 45%. 
 
 
Italcementi (Cement) 
30 installations in BE, BG, FR, GR, IT, ES. 
 
Italcementi was in 2008 the least over-ŀƭƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŎǊƻǇ ƻŦ CŀǘŎŀǘǎΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ƛǘǎ 
production suffered greatly due to the collapse of the construction bubble in the Mediterranean 
countries during the economic crisis. Fixed free allocations meant its surplus increased steeply during 
Phase 2. Despite the introduction of BAT benchmarking, it was still nearly 30% over-allocated in 2013. 
This situation should however change from the 2014 compliance year onward, when adjustments to 
allocation volumes due to partial cessation and closure of installations will come to be reflected in the 
EUTL. This would mean that this company may lose its Fatcat status from the next year onward. 
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The CEZ Group (Power) 
26 installations in BG, CZ, PL. 
 

The Czech power producer has received generous allocations in phase 2, registering every year 
positive balances. Article 10a of the ETS Directive denies electricity producers free allocations, 
rendering a spurt of offset surrenders in 2012 understandable. The company now relies on its 
dwindling offset use entitlement and on allowances granted to it through Article 10c, as a 
transitional measure for the modernisation of electricity generation, to postpone for as long as 
possible the complete exhaustion of its surplus. It may be able to defer this situation if it had sold off 
its surplus in previous years and would buy now back new EUAs at lower prices, but still, with only a 
thin sliver of offset entitlement left and with 10c allocations set to progressively diminish until 2020, 
we expect the CEZ Group to be permanently short well before 2020. 
 
 
Termoelectrica (Power) 
12 installations in RO. 
 

The situation of the Romanian electric utility mirrors that of CEZ closely, since it is likewise denied 
access to more than a thin trickle of free allowances under article 10c. The company grew fat during 
phase 2, when emissions were significantly below its allocation levels. As 10c allowances run out, the 
company will exhaust its surplus around the year 2020 ς unless it is first liquidated by the Romanian 
government. 
 
 
Duferco Group (Steel) 
5 installations in BE, DK 
 
Duferco is the most extreme example of how serious the shortcomings of fixed free allocation in 
Phase 2 were. In terms of the size of its surplus relative to its emissions, as of 2008 it was already the 
most over-allocated of our current Fatcats, having received around 48% more allowances than it 
ƴŜŜŘŜŘΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ DǊƻǳǇΩǎ ŜƳƛǎǎƛƻƴǎ ŦŜƭƭ ōȅ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ фл҈ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ǎǘŀȅŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǊƻǳƎƘƭȅ ǘƘŜ 
same level to this day. Because its allocation were practically frozen during 2008-2012, the 
ǇŜǊǎƛǎǘŜƴǘ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŦǊŜŜ ŀƭƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƴǳǎŎǳƭŜ ŜƳƛǎǎƛƻƴǎ ŦŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ CŀǘŎŀǘΩǎ ŀ 
surplus of around 3.7 Mt of EUAs per year. This went uncorrected until the new closure and partial 
ŎŜǎǎŀǘƛƻƴ ǊǳƭŜǎ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ōŜƛƴƎ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŜŘ ƛƴ нлмоΦ .ȅ ŎŀǇǘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎŜŀǎŜŘ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ŀǘ 5ǳŦŜǊŎƻΩǎ 
subsidiary Carsid, these new measures have led to the first ever downward adjustment of the 
DǊƻǳǇΩǎ ŦǊŜŜ ŀƭƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ōȅ ŀƴ ŀǎǘƻƴƛǎƘƛƴƎ фм҈Φ 
 
The laxness of phase 2 rules has enabled the Group to amass one of the largest, if not the single 
largest, surplus relative to activity levels for any ETS company ς one that makes it theoretically 
possible for Duferco to keep its emissions at 2013 levels until the 24th century before it would have 
to buy a single allowance. 
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6. The use of offsets 
 

 

Key findings 

¶ /ƘŀƴƎŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΩǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ of offset use, taking effect in 2013, have made it 

impossible for civil society to scrutinise installation level use of offsets, reducing 

transparency in an area of the policy that has seen controversy in the past.  

 

¶ Data on aggregate values that remains available shows that, after the great rush in 2012 to 

surrender offsets that were going to be banned from Phase 3 onward, use contracted by 

74% in the 2013 compliance year. 

 

¶ Cumulative offset use rose to nearly 1.2 Gt47 since 2008, and therefore 9¢{ ŎƻƳǇŀƴƛŜǎΩ 

remaining aggregate offset entitlement for existing installations is now reduced to 292 Mt. 

However, as CER prices are expected to be at least eleven times lower than EUAs to 2020, 

we expect this volume to be brought to market in full. 

 

¶ Rather than acting as a price containment tool offsetting continues to provide an 

opportunity for companies to make money by swapping CERs for EUAs.  

 

¶ The bans on the use of certain offset categories in the ETS have had a diversifying effect on 

the origin of offsets. However, 48% of all offsets handed over in 2013 still came from just 4% 

of projects originating in only 4 countries (China, India, Russia and Ukraine), with little 

benefits for Least Development Countries. 

 

Offset use is in decline 

Regulatory changes that took effect at the beginning of phase 3 have acted strongly on limiting the 
access of certain kinds of offsets to the ETS. These regulations are: 
 

¶ A ban on credits issued from CDM and JI projects on HFC-23 and nitrous oxide from adipic 

acid production.48 

 

¶ A ban on ERUs from countries without pledges49 for the second commitment period of the 

Kyoto Protocol generated after 31 December 2012 if they were not registered under Track 2 

of the JI flexibility mechanism.50 

 

¶ A ban on CERs from new CDM projects registered from 2013 onwards in non-LDCs.51 

                                                           
47 Gigatonne = 1 billion tonnes. 
48 Regulation 550/2011, Art. 1. 
49 Pledges ŀǊŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ ƭŜƎŀƭƭȅ ōƛƴŘƛƴƎ ǘŀǊƎŜǘǎ όάvǳŀƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ 9Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ [ƛƳƛǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ wŜŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ hōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜέ ƛƴ ¦bC/// 
jargon) and have therefore not been adopted by treaty. However, countries that refuse to join the second commitment 
period have not proposed any pledges. 
50 Regulation 389/2013, Art. 58 (2). 
51 Banned by omission in the revision of the ETS Directive through Directive 2009/29/EC. 
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Offsetting has been permitted under the ETS as a price containment mechanism allowing companies 
to find cheaper options to cut emissions outside the traded sector. A so-ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άƻŦŦǎŜǘ ǳǎŜ 
ŜƴǘƛǘƭŜƳŜƴǘέ ǎŜǘǎ ǘƘŜ ƳŀȄƛƳǳƳ ƭƛƳƛǘ ƻŦ Ŝxternal credits that any installation can be used between 
2008 and 2020 that has now been substantially exhausted. As of phase 3, installations no longer 
surrender offsets, but instead swap them for EUAs in a central registry. This has reduced the 
transparency of the ETS data considerably. 
 
2012 was the last year when a number of different offset categories could be surrendered for 
ŎƻƳǇƭƛŀƴŎŜ ŀƘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ŀ ōŀƴ ŜƴǘŜǊƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ ŦƻǊŎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǳǎŜΦ /ƻƳǇŀƴƛŜǎΩ ŘŜǎƛǊŜ ǘƻ ƭƛǉǳƛŘŀǘŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
stocks of credits that would soon be useless resulted in offset use higher than nearly the sum of all 
previous years put together, as shown in Table 13. After this unprecedented clearing out of offsets, 
2013 displays an activity level that had diminished by nearly three quarters. 

 

 
Table 13: Historical offset use in the ETS 

Year 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 Total by credit 
type 

CER 82.9 78.3 117.0 177.8 219.8 66.5 742.3 

ERU Track 1 0.0 2.3 15.9 70.9 279.4 66.2 434.6 

Track 2 0.0 0.9 4.2 4.9 3.0 0.2 13.3 

Total offset use 82.9 81.5 137.2 253.6 502.1 132.952 1,190.2 

Source: EUTL and European Commission 

                                                           
52 The EUTL reports 14,636 credits of unknown type and origin in 2013. These have been ignored for the purpose of the 
discussion in this chapter. 
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What are offsets and how are they used? 
 
Offset credits that can be surrendered for compliance under the EU ETS are generated 
through two flexibility mechanisms set up by the Kyoto Protocol: the Clean Development 
Mechanism (CDM) and Joint Implementation (JI). The offsets they generate are called Certified 
Emission Reductions (CERs) and Emission Reduction Units (ERUs), respectively, but they are 
both equivalent to one tonne of CO2 equivalent (1 tCO2e) of emission cuts. 
 
JI projects can be implemented in countries that have legally binding target to cut emissions 
under the Kyoto Protocol (so called Annex I countries, covering developed countries and 
transition countries). Similar to the EU ETS, under the Protocol countries receive allowances, 
called Assigned Amount Units (AAUs), that permit the release of GHGs into the atmosphere. 
/ƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎΩ ŜƳƛǎǎƛƻƴǎ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ŜȄŎŜŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǾƻƭǳƳŜ ƻŦ !!¦ǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘǎΣ ōǳǘ ƛŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
emissions are lower than this volume, then the freed up AAUs can be sold off. If a JI project 
achieves such emissions cuts, then the AAUs are converted in a 1:1 ratio to so-called Emission 
Reduction Units (ERUs).  ERUs could be surrendered for compliance in phase 2 of the ETS, 
while in phase 3 they can be further converted, also in a 1:1 ration, to EUAs. 
 
CDM projects can be implemented in countries that do not face legally binding target to cut 
emissions under the Kyoto Protocol (so-called Non-Annex I countries, covering emerging 
economies, developing countries and LDCs). Because these countries have no targets, they 
have no AAUs in their national accounts to track their emission cuts, so no conversion of 
credits can take place. This is why carbon credits from CDM projects, called Certified Emission 
Reductions (CERs) instead have to be created from scratch under consistent methodologies 
supervised by the CDM executive board. 
 
Because it was judged that Annex I countries would be able to keep track on their own of the 
conversion of AAUs to ERUs, no CDM-like supervision is mandatory in the case of JI projects. 
ERUs issued in this manner are called Track I ERUs. However, the Joint Implementation 
Supervisory Committee (JISC) can be called upon to certify projects, yielding so-called Track 2 
projects, which, due to the heightened monitoring, are deemed to have higher environmental 
integrity. Both kinds of ERUs have in the past been available in the past for compliance 
purposes in the ETS. 
 
From an environmental point of view the most relevant feature of carbon credits is the 
άŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭƛǘȅέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜƳΦ ! ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ƛǎ ŘŜŜƳŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ άŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭέ ƛŦ 
the emissions cuts it lays claim to would not have occurred without being financed by the 
άŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭέ ƛƴŎƻƳŜ ǎǘǊŜŀƳ ǊŜǎǳƭǘƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǎŜƭƭƛƴƎ ƻŦŦ ǘƘŜ ŎǊŜŘƛǘǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ȅƛŜƭŘǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ 
counterfactual test is necessary in order to ensure that companies that buy credits are not 
buying a right to emit over their cap without any real abatement taking place elsewhere. 



 
 

58 

 
Figure 22: Historical unit prices in the EU ETS (front-December futures contracts). 

 
Source: ICE 

 
According to the EUTL, the total offset use entitlement for all current installations under the ETS is 
1.48 Gt, and total offset use so far is 1.19 Gt, so we can expect 292 Mt worth of credits to be 
surrendered before 2020.  
 
We are currently experiencing low prices for carbon credits (see Figure 22), and data from the Risø 
Pipeline of CDM/JI projects also suggests that 9.5 Gt of CERs53 still remain to be generated before 
2020. This makes the contraction of offset use to only around 133 Mt in 2013 a somewhat surprising 
finding, for which the following main explanations present themselves, which may be acting 
separately or together: 
 

¶ Companies are tactically restricting their offset use: Given the introduction of new rules on 
free allocation, many installations are going to face shortages of EUAs in the future. Saving 
up their offset entitlement for a later occasion makes sense for installations that are only 
going to be short at some future point before 2020. It also makes sense for installations that 
do not face any shortage before 2020 to wait until a later point before they hand over CERs, 
because the longer they wait the more value they can capture from the spread between the 
CER and EUA price.  
 

¶ Companies reaching their offset limit early: Since the EUTL no longer offers any company-
level data, it is impossible to verify, but it is entirely possible that, in a rush to make up for 
upcoming shortfalls in yearly EUA balances that have been ushered in by the new allocation 

                                                           
53 AAUs are only issued to national accounts for a given commitment period. Since the state of the international climate 
change negotiations is such that the second commitment period of the Kyoto Protocol has not been launched yet, no AAUs 
have been distributed to any country for any years from 2013 onward. Without underlying AAUs, no conversion into ERUs 
can take place, so the estimate for ERU generation until 2020 is zero. 
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rules of phase 3, ETS companies have used all the offsets they could before their entitlement 
ran out. The remaining entitlement may therefore lie with companies that continue to face 
non-negative yearly EUA balances all the way to 2020 and therefore may choose to use 
offsets tactically.  
 

¶ Low prices are deterring projects from selling: The EU ETS was previously the main market 
for offsets and has already absorbed more than 50% of all the offsets ever generated (1.2 Gt 
from a worldwide total of 2.3 Gt). However, the available supply of CERs to ETS participants 
may be quite low currently, especially as spot prices in the EU ETS are now barely high 
enough to cover the commissioning fees for the verification of new credits. Credits therefore 
may be siphoned off by other buyers active in the global carbon credit market (EU 
governments acting on behalf of the non-traded sector, and non-EU Annex I countries facing 
difficulties in meeting Kyoto targets, e.g. Japan, etc.). 

 
 

Clean Development Mechanism (CDM) 

 
!ǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǎŜŜƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǾŀƭǳŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊ нлмо ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ άhǘƘŜǊέ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊƛŜǎ ƛƴ Table 14 and Table 15, 
the revision of the regulations on the kinds of offset that could be used in the ETS have had a 
diversifying effect on the CERs in terms of project types, while it also had a complex effect in terms 
of geographic distribution. 
 
Table 14: Impact of new regulations on the diversity by project types for CERs used by ETS 
companies (Mt) 

Year 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 Total Share 
until 2012 

Share 
in 2013 

HFC 51.0 46.4 53.9 109.2 132.8 0.0 393.3 58% 0% 

N2O from 
adipic acid 

18.6 18.6 37.0 39.7 45.5 0.0 159.4 24% 0% 

Hydro 0.9 2.3 5.1 10.8 16.4 25.6 61.0 5% 38% 

Coal bed/mine 
methane 

0.3 1.1 0.7 1.4 1.6 5.3 10.3 1% 8% 

Wind 1.3 1.8 2.4 3.5 5.0 10.4 24.4 2% 16% 

Energy 
efficiency 
(auto-
producers) 

5.4 2.9 3.1 3.0 6.5 6.5 27.4 3% 10% 

Other 5.4 5.2 15.0 10.3 12.0 18.7 66.5 7% 28% 

Total by year 82.9 78.3 117.0 177.8 219.8 66.5 742.3 - - 

Source: EUTL. 
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Table 15: Impact of new regulations on geographical distribution of countries originating CERs (Mt) 

Country 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 Total Share 
until 2012 

Share in 
2013 

China 34.2 41.3 67.4 124.1 155.9 53.6 476.6 63% 81% 

India 25.5 16.8 13.6 23.3 29.2 3.2 111.5 16% 5% 

South 
Korea 

12.8 11.0 20.7 15.9 19.7 1.4 81.5 12% 2% 

Brazil 6.4 6.4 7.3 6.6 5.4 0.4 32.6 5% 1% 

Mexico 2.1 0.6 1.1 3.0 3.6 0.6 11.1 2% 1% 

Other 1.9 2.1 6.9 4.8 5.9 7.3 29.0 3% 11% 

Total 82.9 78.3 117.0 177.8 219.8 66.5 742.3 - - 
Source: EUTL 

 
Project types such as hydro power, coal bed/mine methane, wind power, and energy efficiency for 
auto-producers of electricity are fast stepping in to fill the void left over by the two project types 
that have been banned from the ETS.  
 
The strong geographical slant towards China became even more pronounced in 2013, delivering 81% 
of all CERs handed over in 2013. Thus, as can be seen from Table 16, most of the growth the 
volumes of CERs surrendered stem from a very narrow range of projects based in China. 
 
Table 16: CER volumes issued by the most high-yield project types in China 

Project sub-type New projects 
(Mt)54 

Ramped up 
projects (Mt)55 

Total Number of 
projects 

Coal mine methane             0.5              4.8              5.2  19 

Landfill power             0.0              0.6              0.7  7 

Nitric acid 0.2 1.1 1.3 10 

New dam hydro plant             4.4              7.4            11.8  73 

New natural gas plant                -                2.6              2.6  5 

Run of river hydro plant             4.6              5.4            10.0  147 

Wind             4.6              2.9              7.5  114 

Total 14.2 24.9           39.1 375 

Source: EUTL. 

 
However, despite the increasing concentration of Chinese CERs, the elimination of industrial gas 
credits has meant that companies had to look further afield to find CERs. Of the 36 originating 
countries for 2013, 24 delivered more CERs than in 2012, 16 of which delivered more than the entire 
2008-2012 period, and 4 of which had never actually yielded CERs for use in the EU. The respective 
volumes are of course still dwarfed by the top 5 countries from Table 15, but it is clear that the 
geographic range increased. 
 

                                                           
54 Projects that may have been in existence and issuing CERs to entities other than ETS companies before (e.g. 
governments, etc.), but delivered CERs for the first time for compliance purposes in 2013. 
55 Projects that delivered in 2013 more than 50% more CERs to the EU ETS than in 2012. 
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Unfortunately, despite explicit mention of this in the text of the ETS directive, the scheme cannot yet 
demonstrate it has acted as a promoter of sustainable development in Least Developed Countries. 
So-far less than 57,000 tonnes of CERs from two LDCs (Cambodia and Nepal) were surrendered in 
the ETS since 2008. This figure representing 0.005% of all offsets surrendered so far. 
 

Joint Implementation (JI) 

The impact of the changing rules was dramatic also in the case of credits originating in developed 
countries, in particular Track 1 JI,56 but in much more confusing manner. The ban on ERUs from 
countries without pledges for the second commitment period of the Kyoto Protocol has slashed 
volumes from Russia and Ukraine in terms of absolute volumes. However, the ban is imperfect: 
credits from these countries, as long as they were issued before the end of 2012, can still be 
surrendered until the 2014 compliance year. Therefore, as can be seen in Table 17, the 
concentration of the origin of ERUs in Ukraine has actually increased in 2013.  
 
Table 17: Geographical origin of ERUs surrendered in the ETS 

Country 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 Total Share until 
2012 

Share 
in 2013 

Ukraine 0.0 1.5 7.9 29.9 166.8 46.7 252.8 56% 71% 

Russia 0.0 0.0 3.1 29.2 97.1 17.0 146.4 35% 26% 

Poland 0.0 0.0 1.7 5.1 4.0 1.3 12.1 3% 2% 

Germany 0.0 0.5 1.2 2.7 6.7 0.3 11.4 3% 0% 

France 0.0 0.2 1.2 1.9 2.5 0.3 6.1 2% 0% 

Others 0.0 0.1 0.7 2.0 2.3 0.6 5.8 1% 1% 

Total 0.0 2.3 15.9 70.9 279.4 66.2 434.6 - - 

Source: EUTL 

 
The ban on the two kinds of industrial gases already mentioned above has had an impact on the 
volumes of ERUs that can enter the ETS but not as obviously as in the case of CERs.  
 
Table 18: Origin of ERUs surrendered in ETS by project type 

Project type Ψлу Ψлф Ψмл Ψмм Ψмн Ψмо Total Share 
ǳƴǘƛƭ Ψмн 

Share 
ƛƴ Ψмо 

Spontaneous ignition 
of coal piles 

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.2 82.3 28.3 110.8 22% 43% 

Gas network 0.0 0.0 1.1 4.2 37.1 6.9 49.2 11% 10% 

Iron & steel 0.0 0.3 1.8 10.0 28.3 8.4 48.8 11% 13% 

HFC23 0.0 0.0 2.8 17.2 20.0 0.0 40.0 11% 0% 

Oil field flaring 0.0 0.0 0.3 1.1 34.2 1.8 37.4 10% 3% 

Nitric acid 0.0 0.0 1.7 6.8 6.1 1.6 16.2 4% 2% 

Adipic acid 0.0 0.7 2.4 3.3 7.9 0.0 14.2 4% 0% 

PFCs 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.6 11.0 1.0 12.6 3% 1% 

Efficient electricity 
distribution 

0.0 0.0 0.0 4.9 4.8 2.4 12.1 3% 4% 

SF6 0.0 0.0 0.0 7.4 3.4 0.6 11.4 3% 1% 

Other 0.0 1.3 5.8 15.3 44.4 15.3 82.2 18% 23% 

Total 0.0 2.3 15.9 70.9 279.4 66.2 434.6 - - 

                                                           
56 ¢ǊŀŎƪ н WL ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎΩ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōution to offsetting has been minute, and therefore this type of offsets will be ignored in the 
analysis below. 
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The seal that the new restrictions on offset use have put on ERUs is much tighter than in the case of 
CERs. This is because now, in order for ERUs to still be delivered to the ETS, the JI projects generating 
them now need to be reviewed by the JI Supervisory Committee under Track 2 of the flexibility 
mechanism. This is a much more laborious process, which would also serve to prevent the kind of 
greenwashing that the JI mechanism had been accused of in the past under Track 1.57  
 
Whatever new ERUs could be generated would have to come from a limited pool of JI projects that 
had been implemented before 2012. Furthermore, there would be an immense burden of proof on 
the projects in question to show that the ERUs they might wish to have issued are backed by 
emission cuts that took place before the end of 2012. Finally, because no AAUs have been 
distributed to Annex I countries for the post-2012 period, old projects can no longer generate new 
ERUs, and there is also no further incentive to set up new projects. 
 
There seems to be little scope for the issuance of new ERUs. Contrasting EUTL data on total ERU 
consumption in the ETS with the volume of worldwide ERU generation so far from the Risø Pipeline 
(circa 849 Mt), we obtain a difference of about 400 Mt ς a figure that will necessarily diminish 
significantly once ERU use by other actors (EU MS under the ESD and other Annex I Parties) has been 
accounted for after the true-up period of the Kyoto Protocol. This means that, compared to the large 
volumes of CERs still available, ERUs are likely to play a diminishing role in the ETS between now and 
2020.  
 

 

 

  

                                                           
57 Because under Track 1 governments who would derive financial gains from converting AAUs from their own national 
accounts into ERUs, criticisms were levied by civil society against a number of governments of economies in transition. 
These governments, due to the collapse of their planned economies in the 1990s experienced a similar collapse of 
emissions, yielding high volumes of spare AAUs. With verification entirely in the hands of cash-strapped governments, 
ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴŎŜƴǘƛǾƛȊŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ !!¦ ǎǳǊǇƭǳǎŜǎΣ ŘǳōōŜŘ άƘƻǘ ŀƛǊέΣ ƛƴǘƻ 9w¦ǎ ƻŦ 
questionable additionally, which would therefore breach the cap of the EU ETS. 
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7. Changes to the EU ETS currently under discussion  
 

 

Key findings 

¶ The proposal to increase the trajectory of the EU ETS to a 2.2% Linear Reduction Factor 

under a 40% greenhouse gas target in 2030 will only bring limited additional scarcity to the 

market. It will only reduce supply by 556 million allowances across 2021-2030 compared 

with the current trajectory. 

 

¶ Most market participants do not take the long-term supply of ETS allowances into account 

when setting the carbon price.  A temporary glut of allowances can therefore make the ETS 

cap unnecessarily expensive to meet over the longer term. 

 

¶ A Market Stability Reserve is a more sustainable solution to oversupply than the backloading 

decision. It permanently removes much of the volatility from the market by predictably 

removing allowances from auction when the surplus is high and returning them to auction if 

the supply ever becomes low. 

 

¶ ¢ƘŜ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΩǎ proposed Market Stability Reserve does not start until 2021, allowing the 

market to be flooded with backloaded and other unused allowances before it takes effect. 

This will prevent supply from reaching the desired range (400-833 million) until at least 

2027. 

 

¶ Taken together the current Commission proposals to change the trajectory of the cap and 

introduce a Market Stability Reserve do not restore scarcity to the ETS rapidly enough to 

avoid stranded assets or to bring forward the investment needed to maintain a cost-

effective decarbonisation trajectory. 

Introduction 

In January 2014, the Commission published its Communiqué on the 2030 Energy and Climate 
Framework, which proposed that the trajectory of the ETS cap should be steepened to deliver its 
share of a 40% greenhouse gas target in 2030. At the same time it initiated a concrete legislative 
proposal for a new feature: a Market Stability Reserve (MSR) that would permanently regulate the 
supply of the allowances in the EU ETS. Below we explore whether these two proposals are sufficient 
to address the oversupply issues we identified in Chapter 2 of this report (page 14).  

Changing the trajectory of the cap after 2020 

In the 2030 White Paper the Commission has proposed increasing the Linear Reduction Factor from 
1.74% each year to 2.2% a year relative to the Phase 2 cap. This trajectory is designed to reduce 
emissions in the traded sector by 43% relative to 2005 levels as its contribution to a 40% cut in 
economy-wide emissions relative to 1990 levels. As we demonstrate in Table 19, this, by itself will do 
little to address the surpluses in the scheme, as it will only reduce the supply of allowances by 
556Mt. 
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Table 19: Changes in supply created by a 2.2% linear reduction factor (2021-2020) assumes that the 
scope of the ETS for stationary sectors remains the same after 2020. 

Year 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 2027 2028 2029 2030 Sum 

1.74% 
trajectory 

                          
1,778  

                          
1,740  

                          
1,702  

                          
1,663  

                          
1,625  

                          
1,587  

                          
1,549  

                          
1,510  

                          
1,472  

                          
1,434  

                           
16,060  

2.2% 
trajectory 

                          
1,768  

                          
1,720  

                          
1,671  

                          
1,623  

                          
1,575  

                          
1,526  

                          
1,478  

                          
1,429  

                          
1,381  

                          
1,333  

                           
15,504  

Difference                                 
10  

                                
20  

                                
30  

                                
40  

                                
51  

                                
61  

                                
71  

                                
81  

                                
91  

                             
101  

                                 
556  

 
Under a 2.2% trajectory, the European Commission sees ETS surpluses of around 2.3 billion in 2030. 
!Ǝŀƛƴǎǘ {ŀƴŘōŀƎΩǎ ά/ǳǊǊŜƴǘ tƻƭƛŎƛŜǎέ ŦƻǊŜŎŀǎǘΣ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǎǳǇǇƭȅ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǊǇƭǳǎ 
reach 7 billion by 2030. In other words, a new trajectory under a 40% target will not, by itself, deliver 
sufficient scarcity to restore the ETS as a key policy driver.  
 

Figure 23Υ ¢ƘŜ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΩǎ {ŎŜƴŀǊƛƻ ŀǎǎǳƳƛƴƎ пл҈ DIDΦ58 

 
 
 

Implementing a market stability reserve from 2021 

 
The backloading decision in 2013 was an emergency measure to tackle the problem of a short-term 

surplus that is causing massive discounting of the carbon price even though over time caps will 

tighten. The Market Stability Reserve is supposed to represent a permanent and sustainable solution 

to the same problem. In an oversupplied market, short-term price setting by market participants 

undervalues EUAs, leading to an increase in the use of coal, underinvestment in efficiency and low-

carbon technology. This creates a άŎŀǊōƻƴ ƭƻŎƪ-ƛƴέ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻǎǘǎ ƻŦ ŎŀǊōƻƴ ǳƴƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊƛƭȅ 

high later on when the supply becomes tight and fewer affordable mitigation options remain 

available. As we illustrate in  

                                                           
58 Staff Working Document Impact Assessment on the 2030 climate and energy package. (January 2014) European 
Commission. Figure 4, p.104 http://eur -lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52014SC0015&from=EN  

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:52014SC0015&from=EN





























